
 
   
 

 
   
 

Agriculture Water Quality Partnership Forum 
In Person Meeting Agenda 
Wednesday, July 23, 2025 
1 - 4 pm 

Illinois Department of Agriculture John Block Building, Illinois State Fair Grounds, 801 E. Sangamon Ave, 
Springfield, IL 62702 

Meeting Objectives:  
● Bring together AWQPF members to consider how federal and state funding cuts will impact outreach, 

education, and adoption of conservation practices by farmers and landowners 
● Identify opportunities for the AWQPF membership to respond to these challenges by helping to fill 

resource and capacity gaps. 

1:00 - 1:05 pm 
(5 min) 

Welcome and Announcements 
Brian Rennecker, Illinois Department of Agriculture 

Working Session – Sustaining NLRS Efforts in Uncertain Times 
1:05 - 1:35 PM 

(30 min) 
Key Question 1: What is the current lay of the land and impacts to NLRS Ag 
Sector?  

● Funding and Capacity of Federal / State Initiatives  
● Practice Implementation Progress   
● Farmer Awareness  

1:35 - 1:45 PM 
(10 min) 

Financial Incentives Database (FIND) Tool 
Helen VanBeck, Illinois Sustainable Ag Partnership  

1:45 - 2:35 
(50 min) 

Key Question 2: How does the AWQPF respond to help fill the gaps? 
A. Lightning presentations  

1. Expanding In Field practices, Kris Reynolds, American Farmland Trust 
2. Scaling Edge of Field Practices, Megan Baskerville, The Nature Conservancy  
3. Perennial Practices for Water Quality, Kaitie Adams, Savanna Institute  
4. Increasing Farmer Engagement, Jean Brokish, American Farmland Trust 

B.   Breakout Conversations - In breakout groups 1-4, discuss the following: 
- What programs are working well to help IL reach NLRS ag sector goals? 
- What are the biggest obstacles or barriers? 
- How can AWQPF members collaborate to continue forward progress? 

2:35 - 2:50 
(15 min) 

Break 

2:50 - 3:20 pm 
(30 min) 

Partner Sharing and Open Discussion  

3:20 - 3:35 pm 
(15 min) 

Update from Extension: NRLS online data portal & WOA Updates 
Joan Cox and Rachel Curry, Illinois Extension 

3:35 - 3:40 
(5 min) 

Meeting Wrap-up  
Brian Rennecker, Illinois Department of Agriculture 
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Agriculture Water Quality Partnership Forum Charge: 
1. Steer and coordinate outreach and education efforts to help farmers address nutrient loss and select the 

most appropriate BMPs:  
i. Identify needed education initiatives or training requirements for farmer and technical advisors 

ii. Strengthen connections between industry initiatives, certified crop advisor continuing education 
requirements, state initiatives, and other technical service  

2. BMP Tracking  
3. Coordinate cost share and targeting 
4. Develop other tools as needed 


