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Mark Schleusener
Mark.schleusener@usda.gov
30+ years with USDA – NASS
29 years as analyst and supervisor 

of analysts
State Statistician since November 

2013
Communication and outreach
College recruiting



Mission Statement

NASS provides timely, 
accurate, and useful 
statistics in service to U.S. 
agriculture.



Basic Survey Details
Reference year is 2019
Sampling
Cropland > 100 acres but < 5,000 acres
1,097 total farms

Two mailings
January 2020
February 2020 (just the non-respondents)

Calling non-respondents
Mid-April
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More Survey Details
Funding from NREC
Margins of error

For common items like cropland or tiled acres, 
one standard error is less than 10%.

For less common items like cover crops, one 
standard error is 20% or more.

Some items, like bioreactors are very rare and the 
margins of error very large

Response rate better than last two surveys
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