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Urban Stormwater Sector
Stormwater runoff:
• Defined as rainfall and snowmelt flowing off impervious surfaces in 

developed areas.  
• Source of numerous pollutants, including P and N. 
• Science Assessment determined that the stormwater statewide load is 

small compared to other sectors. But, can impair local water quality in 
Illinois lakes and rivers.

• Implementation can be challenging to track. 
Report data sources: 
• Stormwater sector partner spreadsheets.
• MS4 reports.
• MWRDGC Annual Stormwater Reports.
• Illinois EPA Grants.



Tracking Measures

Biennial Reports are structured to report data on these tracking measures by each sector.



Resources reported by the stormwater sector partners

Number of MS4 communities reporting that they received or gave grants and loans in 2019 and 2020. 



Outreach activities reported by the stormwater sector partners

Scope of stormwater sector outreach as reported by MS4s
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Load reductions estimated for urban 
practices implemented under Section 319:

2019 
2,322.5 pounds of total nitrogen reduced 
467.5 pounds of total phosphorus reduced

2020 
2,703 pounds of total nitrogen reduced 
346 pounds of total phosphorus reduced 



GIGO

Green Infrastructure Grant Opportunities (GIGO)

Of 47 GIGO applications, 11 grants totaling $5M were 
awarded. Local match is estimated to be almost $4M for 
an estimated total project implementation cost of $9M. 

These projects submitted the following annual estimates: 
• 4,973 pounds of nitrogen reduced. 
• 1,423 pounds of phosphorus reduced. 
• 1,063 tons of sediment reduced. 
• 31,414,497 gallons of stormwater retained.







Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago

Green Infrastructure Program
• From 2017-2019, MWRDGC selected 60 green infrastructure projects to 

develop with several municipalities. Total design retention capacity is 
approximately 6 MG. 

• MWRDGC are contributing nearly $3M to the projects selected in 2019
• In June of 2020, another call for projects was issued and an additional 

16 were selected.



Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago

Space to Grow
• Since 2014, MWRDGC has invested in 20 schools, providing 3.65 MG of 

design retention capacity. 
• Construction was completed at five schools in 2020. Another five 

projects were designed for 2021 construction.
• The program was amended to continue through 2022, funding green 

infrastructure at up to 34 schools for a total investment of 
approximately $18M. 
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STORMWATER SECTOR SUMMARY

• Stormwater partners held numerous educational events despite pandemic 
obstacles. Found new ways to reach a wide audience by shifting online. 

• MWRDGC provided funding and technical support via 1. green infrastructure (GI) 
program and 2. Space to Grow.

• Analysis showed 61% of MS4s offered technical assistance and that a majority have 
implemented street sweeping (77-78%) and leaf collecting (63-65%).

• In 2020, Illinois EPA began receiving project applications for the Green Infrastructure 
Grant Opportunities (GIGO) program. 11 projects were awarded $9M in total 
investment ($5M GIGO and $4M local match).

Urban Stormwater Working Group recommends statewide green infrastructure
inventory for tracking. 



Thank you! 
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