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About Materials Management

The 2050 Vision describes how people in 
Oregon:

Produce and use materials

Conserve resources

Protect the environment

Live well
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Life Cycle of a Product

consumption

disposal

retail 
distribution

domestic

extracting - processing

home and business use

transportation

Int’l

manufacturing
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production
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extraction 

recycling



Product Stewardship Programs
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Mattress Recycling Program

Drug Take-Back 

Program

Printed paper, packaging 

and food serviceware

(July 1, 2025, start date)



Unequal access to 

recycling collection

Why the Recycling Modernization Act?

Erosion of 

public trust

Unstable global 

markets
Public confusion over 
what can be recycled

Costs borne by 

ratepayers

Lack of 

transparency
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2022-2025

Program 
development

2021
Senate Bill 582 
signed into law

2018-2020
Recycling 
Steering 

Committee: 
framework for 
modernizing 
the recycling 

system

2017-2018
National 
Sword: 

international 
recycling 
market 

disruptions

Developing the RMA
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Assurance

that materials are 

recycled responsibly.

Education and outreach

to help customers 

understand what can be 

placed in their bins.

Statewide collection list

One recycling list for all of 

Oregon eliminates 

confusion. 

Shared Responsibility 

Producers, governments, 

service providers and 

community members all play 

an important role.

Recycling the Oregon Way

Expanded recycling services

Funding for new services and 

programming, infrastructure, and 

transportation.



Shared responsibility
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Oversight and integration

Responsible end 

markets

Recycling 

facilities

Oregon Recycling 

System Advisory 

Council



Covered Products
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Printing and writing paper, packaging, food serviceware



Local Government Acceptance List: 
Uniform Statewide Collection List
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Kraft paperPaperboard 

boxes

Molded pulp 

packaging Cartons

Newspaper 

and 

magazines

Aluminum and 

steel cansPlastic tubs

Plastic bottles

Nursery pots
Plastic buckets 

and pails

Gift wrap and 

tissue paper 

Office and 

other paper 

Paperback 

books, telephone 

directories

Scrap metal

Corrugated 

cardboard



Local Government Acceptance List:  
Other Materials
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Collected at Depots 
not commingled

  

Metro Region only

Yard debris 

Glass bottles 

and jars

Motor oil

Scrap metal, 

including large 

appliances 
non-residential 

on-route only



PRO Acceptance List

Pressed 

aluminum 

and foil

Glass bottles 

and jars
Shredded 

paper
Polyethylene 

film

Can carriers
Lids

Block white 
expanded 

polystyrene
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Bulky plastic 

containers



Beyond Recycling
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• Advance social equity

• Assess and disclose environmental 

impacts

• "Eco-modulate" producer fees based 

on environmental impacts

• Waste prevention and reuse program



Material Impact Reduction and Reuse Program

PRO-funded program to 

reduce the environmental 

impacts of paper, packaging, 

and food serviceware 

through means other than 

recycling
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RMA Implementation Milestones

2022 Jan. 1: RMA 
goes into effect

DEQ hiring
Recycling 
Council

Truth In 
Labeling Task 
Force report

2023 First 
rulemaking

First collection 
needs 

assessment

Contamination 
reduction 
research

Studies for 
processor fees

2024 First equity 
study

First 
multifamily 

study

Second 
rulemaking

Program plan 
review

2025 Program plan 
approved

Producers 
join a PRO 

and pay fees

Processors 
obtain permit

PRO 
implements 

approved plan

Recycling 
program 

rollout begins



Program Plan

• Enforceable document

• Lays out how the PRO will 

meet obligations under the law

• Start-up budget averages 

~$183 million per year for first 

four years
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Thank you!

RecyclingAct.Oregon.gov

Arianne Sperry

arianne.sperry@deq.oregon.gov
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Title VI and alternative formats

The Oregon Department of Environmental Quality does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 

national origin, disability, age, sex, religion, sexual orientation, gender identity, or marital status in 

administration of its programs or activities. DEQ does not intimidate or retaliate against any individual or 

group because they have exercised their rights to participate in actions protected, or oppose action 

prohibited, by 40 C.F.R. Parts 5 and 7, or for the purpose of interfering with such rights.

For more information visit Civil Rights, Environmental Justice and Accessibility​ web page.

Español |  한국어  | 繁體中文  |  Pусский  |  Tiếng Việt | العربية

Contact: 800-452-4011  |  TTY: 711  |  deqinfo@deq.state.or.us 
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https://www.oregon.gov/deq/about-us/Pages/titleVIaccess.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/about-us/Pages/titleVIaccess.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/about-us/Pages/titleVIaccess.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/about-us/Pages/titleVIaccess.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/about-us/Pages/titleVIaccess.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/about-us/Pages/titleVIaccess.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/about-us/Pages/titleVIaccess.aspx
mailto:deqinfo@deq.state.or.us
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