Illinois Environmental Protection Agency

2520 West lles Avenue * P.O. Box 19276 < Springfield, Illinois ® 62794-9276 » 217-782-3397

JB Pritzker, Governor James Jennings, Acting Director

217-524-6672

April 9, 2026
CERTIFIED MAIL #9589 07105270 2708 1743 32
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED
City of Lawrenceville
700 State Street
Lawrenceville, IL 62439

Re: Violation Notice: Lawrenceville WWTP
IL0029467 - W1010150002
Violation Notice No.: W-2026-50045

Dear Facility Owner:

This constitutes a Violation Notice pursuant to Section 31(a){(1) of the Illinois Environmental
Protection Act (“Act”), 415 ILCS 5/31(a)(1), and is based upon a review of available
information and an investigation by representatives of the lllinois Environmental Protection
Agency (“Illinois EPA”).

The Ilinois EPA hereby provides notice of alleged violations of environmental laws,
regulations, or permits as set forth in Attachment A to this notice. AttachmentAincludes an
explanation of the activities that the lllinois EPA believes may resolve the specified alleged
vioclations. Due to the nature and seriousness of the alleged violations, please be advised
thatresolution of the violations may also require the involvement of a prosecutoriat authority
for purposes that may include, among others, the imposition of statutory penalties.

A written response, which may include a request for a meeting with representatives of
the IU0inois EPA, must be submitted via certified mail to the Illinois EPA within 45 days
of receipt of this letter. If a meeting is requested, it shall be held within 60 days of receipt
of this notice. The response mustinclude information in rebuttal, explanation, or
justification of each alleged violation and a statement indicating whether or not the facility
wishes to enter into a Compliance Commitment Agreement (“CCA”) pursuant to Section
31(a) of the Act. If the facility wishes to enter into a CCA, the written response must also
include proposed terms for the CCA that includes dates for achieving each commitment
and may include a statement that compliance has been achieved for some or all of the
alleged violations. The proposed terms of the CCA should contain sufficient detail and
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must include steps to be taken to achieve compliance and the necessary dates by which
compliance will be achieved.

The Ilinois EPA will review the proposed terms for a CCA provided by the facility and, within
30 days of receipt, will respond with either a proposed CCA or a notice that no CCA will be
issued by the lllinois EPA. Ifthe Illinois EPA sends a proposed CCA, the facility mustrespond
in writing by, either agreeing to and signing the proposed CCA, or by notifying the Illinois EPA
that the facility rejects the terms of the proposed CCA. When compliance is achieved, the
owner of the facility must submit a completed statement of compliance form certifying that
all Compliance Commitment Agreement measures/events have been successfully
completed.

If a timely written response to this Violation Notice is not provided, it shall be considered a
waiver of the opportunity to respond and meet, and the Illinois EPA may proceed with referral
to a prosecutorial authority.

Written communications should be directed to:

lllinois EPA - Division of Water Pollution Control
Attn: Tim Bejster/ CAS#19

2520 W lles Ave

P.O.BOX 19276

Springfield, IL 62794-9276

All communications must include reference to this Violation Notice number, W-2026-
50045.

Questions regarding this Violation Notice should be directed to Tim Bejster at 217/524-6672
or Timothy.Bejster@illinois.gov.

vy

Caleb Ruyle, Manager
Compliance Assurance Section
Bureau of Water, Division of Water Pollution Control

Attachments



ATTACHMENTA
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Questions regarding the violations identified in this attachment should be referred to Tim
Bejster at 217/524-6672 or Timothy.Bejster@illinois.gov.

On the following dates in 2026, the City of Lawrenceville self-reported overflows from its
sanitary sewer system: January 7" at one location, February 12" at one location, and March
11" at three locations.

On April 2, 2026, representatives from the lllinois EPA conducted a reconnaissance
inspection within the City of Lawrenceville. During this inspection, Manhole #44 was
observed to have a large hole in the concrete collar and an eroded channel containing toilet
paper and grit, indicative of previous sanitary sewer overflows. Observations at the creek
adjacent to Manhole #43 confirmed that the creek was discolored and smelled of raw
sewage. Upon placing green dye tablets in Manhole #43, green dye was observed in the
creek, indicative of a sewer line break. This sanitary sewer overflow was observed
discharging south of Manhole #43 allowing an unpermitted discharge of contaminants to the
creek, causing offensive conditions.

Further, the excess flow lagoon was observed actively discharging at Outfall 002. The
outfall’s cap was lying on the ground adjacent to the outfall. Additionally, the upper slide
gate at the gabion structure was deteriorated and broken. As a result, discolored effluent
containing solids was allowed to discharge at Outfall 002, causing an offensive discharge.

Based on these findings, the facility is in apparent violation of the Illinois Environmental
Protection Act and the Illinois Pollution Control Board Regulations. A review of information
available to the Illinois EPA indicates the following violations of statutes, regulations, or
permits. Included with each type of violation is an explanation of the activities that the
Illinois EPA believes may resolve the violation.

Overflows from Sanitary Sewers are Expressly Prohibited

Violation Violation
Date Description
01/07/2026 Overflows from sanitary sewers are prohibited.
02/12/2026
03/11/2026
04/02/2026
Rule/Reg.: Section 12(a) and {f) of the Act, 415 ILCS 5/12(a) and (f) (2024); 35 Ilt.

Adm. Code 306.304.



Discharge of Contaminants

Violation Violation
Date Description
04/02/2026 No person shall cause, threaten, or allow the discharge of any
contaminants into the environment in any State so as to cause or tend
to cause water pollution in Illinois, either alone or in combination with
matter from other sources, or so as to violate regulations or
standards adopted by the Pollution Control Board under this Act.
Rule/Reg.: Section 12(a) and {f) of the Act, 415 ILCS 5/12(a) and {f) {2024)
Deposit of Contaminants
Violation Violation
Date Description
04/02/2026 Deposited contaminants on the ground in such a manner that caused
or threatened to cause a water pollution hazard.
Rule/Reg.: Section 12(d) of the Act, 415 ILCS 5/12(d) (2024)
Offensive Conditions
Violation Violation
Date Description
04/02/2026 Waters of the State must be free from sludge or bottom deposits,
floating debris, visible oil, odor, plant or algal growth, and color or
turbidity of other than natural origin.
Rule/Reg.: Section 12(a) of the Act, 415 ILCS 5/12(a) (2024), 35 Ill. Adm. Code

302.203



Unpermitted/Unauthorized Point Source Discharge

Violation

Date
04/02/2026

Rule/Reg.:

Violation

Description

Except as in compliance with the provisions of the Act, Board
regulations, the CWA {Clean Water Act), and the provisions and
conditions of the NPDES (National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System) permit issued to the discharger, the discharge of any
contaminant or pollutant by any person into the waters of the State
from a point source shall be untawful.

Section 12(a) and (f) of the Act, 415 ILCS 5/12(a) and (f) {2024), 35 IlL.
Adm. Code 309.102(a)

Effluent Standards - Offensive Discharge

Violation
Date
04/02/2026

Rule/Reg.:

Violation

Description

Effluent must not contain settleable solids, floating debris, visible oil,
grease, scum or sludge solids. Color, odor and turbidity must be
reduced to below obvious levels.

Section 12{a) of the Act, 415 ILCS 5/12(a) (2024), 35 Ill. Adm. Code
304.106
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In order to assist your facility in attaining compliance with the apparent violations listed in
Attachment A, the following recommendations are offered:

1. Immediately cease all sanitary sewer overflows {SSOs} from the city’s collection
system. At the time of the visit, a dry weather SSO was occurring from the 10-
inch clay main at Manhole #43.

2. Immediately discontinue discharging effluent from Outfall 002 until the main
treatment facility is receiving its design maximum flow, which is flow in excess
of 1500 gpm.

3. Immediately initiate monitoring at Outfall 002 in accordance with the expired
NPDES Permit IL0029467. When discharging, Outfall 002 is to be a daily grab
sample for BODs, Total Suspended Solids, Ammonia Nitrogen {as N), Fecal
Coliform, pH, and Chlorine residual. In addition, the city must provide
continuous flow monitoring for the outfall.

4. Initiate efforts to replace the broken upper slide gate for the excess flow lagoon
gabion structure.

5. Immediately initiate efforts to install a plug to seal the discharge from Outfall
002 until such time the aforementioned upper slide gate can be replaced.

6. Initiate efforts closely monitor the freeboard levels in the excess flow lagoon and
routinely return lagoon supernatant to the headworks of the wastewater
treatment plant for proper treatment during periods of low flow at the plant.

7. Immediately initiate pumping supernatant from the sludge lagoon to the
headworks of the wastewater treatment plant in order to maintain a minimum of
two feet of freeboard in the sludge lagoon at all times. At the time of the visit, the
lagoon only had 3-4 inches of freeboard while the city was actively pumping
stormwater from the north Schrieber Unit to the sludge lagoon.



8. Permanently repair the broken concrete collar on Manhole #44. At the time of
the visit, the concrete collar had a significant hole in its side which would allow
SS0s to occur during periods of high flow as indicated by the eroded channel
and debris observed adjacent to the manhole.



