JB Pritzker, Governor James Jennings, Acting Director

Lawrenceville - Lawrence County
Facility Number: IL1010150

December 23, 2025

Mayor and City Councit

City of Lawrenceville

700 East State Street, P.O. Box 557
Lawrenceville, Illinois 62430

RE:  Sanitary Survey Recommendations
Facility ID: IL1010150
Date of Sanitary Survey: December 9, 2025

Dear Mayor and City Council:

The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (“IEPA”) conducts sanitary surveys of all community
water supplies to monitor compliance with the Illinois Environmental Protection Act (Act) and the
rules and regulations adopted thereunder. A Sanitary Survey was conducted by John Kinder, of our
Marion Regional Office, in a visit to your system on December 9, 2025. This letter is to confirm and
augment comments made during the sanitary survey.

Due to the nature and seriousness of the violations discovered, Lawrenceville will receive a
formal violation notice under separate correspondence. The intent of this letter, consisting of
items listed in Attachment B, is to provide recommendations to improve the operation and
maintenance of the community water supply. Please provide a response to each item in Attachiment
B.
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We appreciate the cooperation and courtesy extended during this Sanitary Survey. Please do not
hesitate to contact the Marion Regional Office at 618/993-7200 if you have any questions or if we can
be of assistance to you regarding this letter or any community water supply matters.

Sincerely,

ILLINOIS ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
John Kinder

Southern Region Supervisor

Division of Public Water Supplies
tllinois Environmental Protection Agency

isk:
Attachments Aand B

cc:  Aaron Tipsword, Responsible Operator in Charge (EC)
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ATTACHMENT B

REMINDERS AND/OR RECOMMENDED IMPROVEMENTS

The following recommended improvements are intended to increase the Technical, Managerial
and/or Financial Capacity of your water system:

TECHNICAL CAPACITY

SOURCE

1.

Ensure that there is no leaking from the pump seals or the discharge piping for Well #15
(WL0D1885). At the time of inspection, this well was not in operation, but the wells in operation
were leaking at the wellhead.

The Illinois Environmental Protection Act provides a minimum 400-foot protection zone from
sources of contamination of wells. The Act also authorizes municipal officials the opportunity
to provide maximum protection zones up to 1,000 feet. The Agency recommends the adoption
of a maximum setback zone ordinance because it would prohibit the siting of new
contamination sources up to 1,000 feet of a wellhead, helping to assure a long-term safe water
source. Please contact our Groundwater Section at 217/785-4787 for further information
regarding sethack zones.

Consider applying for a Phase 2 and Phase 5 vulnerability waiver. If the waiver is approved
monitoring frequency for volatile organic compounds (VOC’s) and synthetic organic
compounds {SOC’s) will be reduced. Information about these waivers can be found at
https://epa.illinois.gov/iapics/compliance-enforcement/drinking-water.html

TREATMENT

4.

A potential cross connection has been created where the filter backwash line and clarifier
sludge blowoff lines enter the slow sand filter has been noted in pastinspections. The previous
responses from Lamac Engineering note that the level of the discharge of these pipes is below
the bottom of the clarifiers and filters and that this was constructed in accordance with the
permit for this facility. To provide an additional means of protection, it is recommended that
the system provide a fixed air gap (6 inches minimum or twice the diameter of the incoming
pipe) between the end of each line and the rim of the receiving basin.

It is recommended that a totalizer be installed on the backwash meter.
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DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM

6.

Continue to replace undersized water main less than three inches in diameter. Small diameter
water mains have the potential of restricting water flow, causing low-pressure complaints and
possible contamination (via backflow) when high use conditions occur.

Determine the location of the existing valves and initiate a valve maintenance program whereby
all valves on the distribution system are operated at least annually. A valve maintenance
program will allow personnel to verify the location of all valves and assure they are in good
working order. The creation of a maintenance log providing a valve inventory, location, and
status is also recommended.

Conduct leak detection surveys to assess the amount of water loss within your distribution
system. Comparing the amount of water treated to the amount of water sold on a routine basis
will assist in determining if leaks are occurring and if proper revenue is being collected.

FINISHED WATER STORAGE

S.

10

Ensure that all water storage facilities are equipped with separate inlet and outlet pipes, mixers,
or other acceptable means to avoid stagnation. Note that poor water circulation and long
detention times can lead to loss of disinfectant residual, microbial growth, formation of
disinfection byproducts, taste and odor problems, and other water quality problems. Note that
modifying a water storage facility requires a permit from the Division of Public Water Supplies
Permits Section.

Metal surfaces of finished water storage facilities must be protected by paints or other
protective coatings, by cathodic protection devices, or both. Providing routine inspections,
cleaning, and painting of all water storage facilities is necessary to ensure that metal surfaces
are properly protected against coating failure. ANSI/AWWA Standard G200-02 4.3.1.4
recommends that water storage facilities be inspected every five years.

PUMPS

11.

Provide a standard pressure gauge on the discharge line and a compound pressure gauge on
the suction line of each pump at all pumping facilities.

SECURITY

12.

Install security fencing around all water system facilities.

OTHER

13.

Provide routine cleaning and painting of all metal surfaces, including, but not limited to, piping
in the water treatment plant and pump stations, well riser pipes, stairs, and platforms, and
water storage facilities.
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MANAGERIAL CAPACITY

MANAGEMENT and OPERATIONS

14.

15.

16.

17.

Cybersecurity continues to be an increasing threat to public water supplies. Allwater supplies
should act to examine cyber security vulnerabilities and develop a cyber security risk
management program. As part of this program, passwords should be routinely changed,
software kept up to date, and regular screenings of security measures such as firewalls should
be done. Guidance can be found at: https://www.epa.gov/waterresilience/cybersecurity-
planning In the event your system is hacked, immediately notify the United States
Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) at 888-282-0870, the IUinois
Emergency Management Agency (IEMA) at 1-800-782-7860, and your local FBI Field Office
https://www.fbi.gov/contact-us/field-offices Further information on reporting cyber-attacks
can be found at: https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-02/230202-
CyberincidentReportingProcess_21118.pdf

Climate change continues to be a threat to public water supplies. With planning and active
management, public water systems can improve climate change resiliency. [tems to consider
include relocating or protecting equipment in flood plains, emergency power supplies, and
emergency connections to other water supplies. Guidance can be found at:
hitps://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2022-10/bh508-OW-

12113 _ClimateAdaptatimplementPlan 508final.pdf

Consider creating a written mutual aid agreement with another public water supply. This
agreement should include provisions for assistance in the event of natural disaster or major
equipment/system failure.

Include an operation and maintenance plan in your asset management plan. Guidance can be
found at: https://epa.illinois.gov/topics/drinking-water/field-operations/asset-
management.html This Plan should include methods of assessing and verifying the following:
a. The water system is adequately staffed.
b. Adequate safety plans are available, periodically reviewed, up-to-date, and
periodically exercised.
Contingency plans are in place for the loss of key personnel.
Adequate materials and supplies are maintained on site.
System maps are maintained and up-to-date.
Up-to-date operational manuals exist which describe the operations and procedures
1o continue adequate operations in the event of key personnel changes.
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FINANCIAL CAPACITY
FINANCIAL
18. The Ilinois Environmental Protection Agency Wastewater and Drinking Water loan programs

18.

20.

21.

distribute low-interest loans through the State Revolving Fund (SRF). These programs provide
financial assistance to eligible public or private applicants for the design and construction of a
wide variety of projects, including new drinking water infrastructure construction. For further
information please call (217) 782-2027 and ask io speak to a project manager. You may also
visit cur website at hitps://epa.illinois.gov/topics/grants-loans/state-revolving-fund.html

ASSET MANAGEMENT

Define level of service goals in your asset management plan. Asset management is a tool
used by public water supplies to ensure infrastructure is adequately maintained and
operated to meet customer service expectations and drinking water regulations. Asset
management is also used to determine the optimal time to repair or replace aging
infrastructure and provide a financial plan to cover these costs. Defining level of service
goals in your asset management plan can improve service and reliability, reduce risk and
unexpected costs, and create financial transparency to support decisions. Guidance can
be found at: hitps://epa.illinois.gov/topics/drinking-water/field-operations/asset-
management.html

Rank the criticality of each assetin your asset management plan. Asset management is atool
used by public water supplies to ensure infrastructure is adequately maintained and
operated to meet customer service expectations and drinking water regulations. Asset
management is also used to determine the optimal time to repair or replace aging
infrastructure and provide a financial plan to cover these costs. Ranking the criticality of
gach asset in your asset management plan can improve service and reliability, reduce risk
and unexpected costs, and create financial transparency to support decisions. Guidance
can be found at: hitps://epa.illinois.gov/topics/drinking-water/field-operations/asset-
managemeni.html

Include your capital improvement plan in your asset management plan. Asset management
is a tool used by public water supplies to ensure infrastructure is adequately maintained
and operated to meet customer service expectations and drinking water regulations.
Asset management is also used to determine the optimal time to repair or replace aging
infrastructure and provide a financial plan to cover these costs. Including your capital
improvement plan in your asset management plan can improve service and reliability,
reduce risk and unexpected costs, and create financial transparency to support
decisions. Guidance can be found at: https://epa.illinois.gov/topics/drinking-water/field-




