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IN THE MATTER OF: Protection Agency

REVOCATION OF WASTEWATER
OPERATOR CERTIFICATION(S) DLC No. 18-26
AARON M. TIPSWORD

OPERATOR ID NO. 255869999

MOTION TO DEEM FACTS ADMITTED
AND PROCEED TO DIRECTOR’S DECISION

NOW COMES the ILLINOIS ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY (“Illinois EPA”
or “Agency”), by and through its counsel, pursuant to Sections 13 and 13.5 of the Illinois
Environmental Protection Act, 415 ILCS 5/13 & 13.5, 35 Ill. Adm. Code 380.605(c)(3), and 35
IIl. Adm. Code 168.235, and moves for the Hearing Officer to: find that Respondent has failed
to timely file a written response or a hearing request; and deem all facts alleged in the
Complaint for Sanctions to have been admitted. In support of its Motion, Illinois EPA states
as follows:

1. On February 24, 2026, the Agency filed its Complaint for Sanctions and Notice
to Operator in this matter.

2. Pursuant to 35 Ill. Adm. Code 380.605(b)(2), the Complaint and Notice were
served on Respondent by certified mail on March 2, 2026. See Exhibit A.

3. Pursuant to 35 Ill. Adm. Code 380.605(c), Respondent had the option to file a
written response and/or request for a hearing. However, said filing(s) were due within 21
days after receipt of the Complaint for Sanctions; by March 23, 2026. See 35 Ill. Adm. Code

168.240.



4. As of the date of this Motion, Respondent has not filed a written response or
request for hearing, or served the same on undersigned counsel.

5. 35 Ill. Adm. Code 380.605(c)(3) states:

If an operator fails to file a written response or a hearing request within 21 days from
receipt of the Complaint for Sanctions, all facts alleged in the Complaint for
Sanctions shall be deemed to have been admitted.

6. Accordingly, the Agency is moving for the Hearing Officer to: (1) find that
Respondent failed to timely file a written response or a hearing request; and (2) deem all
facts alleged in the Complaint for Sanctions to have been admitted by Respondent.

7. Subsequently, the Agency requests that the Hearing Officer proceed with the

remaining steps toward the Director’s Decision pursuant to 35 Ill. Adm. Code 380.613. See

35 Ill. Adm. Code 380.613(a)(2).

WHEREFORE, for the reasons stated above, the Illinois EPA moves for the Hearing Officer to
find that Respondent failed to timely file a written response or a hearing request; and to

deem allfacts alleged in the Complaint for Sanctions to have been admitted by Respondent.

Respectfully submitted,

ILLINOIS ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION AGENCY

\JGabriel H. Neibergafl
Assistant Counsel
Division of Legal Counsel
Gabriel.Neibergall@illinois.gov

DATED: March 26, 2026



Gabriel H. Neibergall, #6323183

Division of Legal Counsel

Illinois Environmental Protection Agency
2520 West Iles Avenue

P.O. Box 19276

Springfield, IL 62794-9276

(217) 785-4824
Gabriel.Neibergall@illinois.gov
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, the undersigned, an attorney, affirm that | have served the attached MOTION TO
DEEM FACTS ADMITTED AND PROCEED TO DIRECTOR’S DECISION, on behalf of the
Illinois EPA, upon the following person(s) by personal delivery or sending by U.S. Mail, a
true copy thereof in an envelope duly addressed bearing proper postage and deposited in
the United States mail at Springfield, Illinois on March 26, 2026.

TO:

Aaron M. Tipsword

Sara Terranova, Hearing Officer
2520 West lles Avenue, Mail Code 21
P.O.Box 19276

Springfield, IL 62794-9276

Meredith Kelley, Docket Clerk

2520 West lles Avenue, Mail Code 21
P.O.Box 19276

Springfield, IL 62794-9276

Respectfully submitted,

ILLINOIS ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION AGENCY

BVIW W

(Ucabriel H. Neiberfll




Assistant Counsel
Division of Legal Counsel
Gabriel.Neibergall@illinois.gov

DATED: March 26, 2026

2520 West lles Avenue
P.O.Box 19276
Springfield, IL 62794-9276
(217) 782-5544





