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Consent Decree Compliance 
 
Dear All, 
 
On behalf of the City of Cahokia Heights, this letter transmits materials for review and approval by the Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency in accordance with the requirements of the Consent Decree governing improvements to the City's sanitary 
sewer system. 
 
Pursuant to the Consent Decree, the City hereby submits the following items for IEPA review and approval: 
 
1. Communications Plan for Resident Outreach, including supporting materials such as the Program Fact Sheet, Program 
Overview Notice, and example outreach and digital communications. 
 
2. Reimbursement Plan for Private Sewer Lateral Repairs, including the pre-approval process, reimbursement procedures, and 
required documentation. 
 
3. Program Plan for the Private Sewer Lateral Repair Program, establishing the governing procedures, eligibility requirements, 
prioritization criteria, inspection protocols, construction standards, and administrative processes associated with the Program. 
 
4. Fact Sheet for Property Owners, providing a resident-facing summary of program purpose, eligibility, property access, 
construction expectations, and homeowner responsibilities. 
 
5. Appendix Packet, containing all relevant program forms and supporting materials, including the Program 
 
Overview Notice, Pre-Approval Application, CCTV / Diagnostic Documentation Form, Contractor Proposal Submission Form, 
Reimbursement Request Form, and Temporary Access & Participation 
 
All public-facing communication materials incorporate the Consent Decree-required notice language, and the City will not 
distribute or publish any materials until IEPA approval is received. 

Re: Submittal of Private Sewer Lateral Repair Program Materials 
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Curtis McCall Sr., Mayor                                                                    

Richard Duncan, City Clerk 
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4300 Bond Ave  

Cahokia Heights, IL 62207 
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The City respectfully requests IEPA's review and approval of the submitted materials so that the Program may be implemented in 
compliance with the Consent Decree and applicable state and federal requirements. 
 
If you have any questions or require additional information during your review, please feel free to contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Sheldon W. Butler 
City Engineer 
City of Cahokia Heights 
Office: 618.215.7225 
Cell: 618.979.0400 
Email: sbutler@cahokiaillinois.org 
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COMMUNICATIONS PLAN – PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES 
The following Communications Plan outlines how the City of Cahokia Heights will notify 

residents and property owners about the Private Sewer Lateral Repair Program in 

accordance with the Consent Decree. 

The purpose of this Resident Outreach Communications Plan is to ensure that all eligible 

residents are informed of the Private Sewer Lateral Repair Program and understand how to 

participate. 

This plan is designed to maximize public awareness, ensure equitable access, and comply 

with the outreach requirements of the Consent Decree. 

The City will implement a multi-channel outreach strategy to ensure widespread 

awareness. 

The strategy includes direct mail, digital communication, public meetings, and website-

based information. 

All outreach materials, including mailers, digital content, and public-facing documents, will 

be submitted to the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA) for review prior to 

distribution. 

This Program is being implemented within the existing Tax Increment Financing (TIF) 

District located in the former City of Centreville. Funding is available through 2026 and will 

not result in any increase in property taxes. 

A. Direct Mailer / Program Brochure 

The City will distribute a condensed, resident-friendly Direct Mailer / Program Brochure to 

properties within the designated program area. The purpose of the mailer is to provide 

general awareness of the program and direct residents to additional information and 

application materials. 

The Direct Mailer will be distributed a minimum of three (3) times over a period of several 

weeks to ensure adequate resident awareness. 

Direct Mail / Brochure Content 

 Program purpose and benefits, including reduction of inflow and infiltration (I/I) and 

prevention of sewer backups 

 Explanation of what a private sewer lateral is 

 Summary of general eligibility requirements 

 Overview of the repair process 

 Statement that eligible repairs may be completed at no cost to the property owner, 

subject to program requirements 

 Requirement for execution of the Property Access & Participation Agreement prior to 

construction 



 Instructions on how to obtain additional information or apply (website, phone, and 

email) including the option to have full application forms and paperwork mailed upon 

request 

 City contact information 

 Required Consent Decree notice 

Information Not Included in the Brochure 

 Full application forms 

 Technical inspection requirements 

 Detailed contractor qualification standards 

 Reimbursement documentation checklists 

These materials will instead be made available through the Program Webpage. 

B. Program Webpage 

The Program Webpage will serve as the primary information hub for the Private Sewer 

Lateral Repair Program and will provide residents access to detailed program materials. 

Website Content 

 Full program overview 

 Detailed eligibility requirements 

 Step-by-step application instructions 

 Downloadable program forms including: 

 Pre-Approval Application 

 CCTV / Diagnostic Documentation Form 

 Contractor Proposal Submission Form 

 Reimbursement Request Form (if applicable) 

 Pre-Qualified Contractor List 

 Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 

 Reimbursement process description 

 City contact information 

 Required Consent Decree notice 

C. Digital & Social Media Outreach – Example Posts 

The City will use digital platforms to supplement direct mail outreach and increase program 

visibility. The following examples are representative and may be modified for format while 

maintaining approved content. 

Social media outreach will be conducted multiple times during the program rollout period 

to reinforce awareness and participation. 

Example Website / Facebook Post 



The City of Cahokia Heights is launching a Private Sewer Lateral Repair Program to assist 

eligible property owners with repairing or replacing damaged sewer laterals and reducing 

sewer backups. Repairs may be completed at no cost to the homeowner, subject to 

inspection, eligibility, and program requirements. Learn more and apply at: [City Website 

Link] Or contact the Engineering & Public Works Department at [Phone / Email]. Required 

Consent Decree Notice: This project was undertaken in connection with the settlement of an 

enforcement action, United States et al. v. City of Cahokia Heights, taken on behalf of the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency and the State of Illinois to enforce the Clean Water Act 

and the Illinois Environmental Protection Act. 

Example Short Social Media Post 

Sewer backups often begin with damaged private sewer laterals. The City of Cahokia 

Heights is offering assistance through a new Private Sewer Lateral Repair Program. Learn 

more at: [Website Link] Required Consent Decree notice included. 

Example Community Platform Post 

The City of Cahokia Heights is notifying residents about a new Private Sewer Lateral Repair 

Program designed to reduce sewer backups and improve overall system performance. 

Eligible property owners may receive repairs at no cost, pending inspection and approval. 

Visit [City Website] or contact the Engineering & Public Works Department for more 

information. 

D. City Council and Public Meeting Outreach 

The City will present the Private Sewer Lateral Repair Program at City Council meetings and 

provide updates as appropriate. This ensures public awareness and provides an 

opportunity for residents to ask questions and receive additional information. 

E. FACT SHEET DISTRIBUTION 

A Fact Sheet will be developed and distributed to provide a clear, resident-friendly 

summary. 

The Fact Sheet will include a 'What to Expect' section describing property access, timeline, 

and restoration. 

It will clarify that participation is voluntary and that there is no cost to eligible 

homeowners. 

F. CONSENT DECREE NOTICE 

All outreach materials will include the required Consent Decree notice. 

The notice will reference the enforcement action and legal authority under which the 

Program is being implemented. 



G. CONTACT AND SUPPORT 

The City will provide contact information for the Engineering Department. 

Residents will be able to contact the City via phone, email, or website for assistance. 

Staff will be available to guide residents through the application process. 

H. ACCESSIBILITY AND EQUITY 

The City will ensure that outreach materials are accessible and understandable to all 

residents. 

Efforts will be made to reach vulnerable populations, including elderly and low-income 

residents. 

Multiple communication methods will be used to ensure broad access. 
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Why is the City repairing or replacing private sewer laterals? 

The City of Cahokia Heights is implementing major sanitary sewer improvements to reduce 

inflow and infiltration (I/I) and prevent sewer overflows. Due to the availability of funds, 

the City is rolling out this Private Sewer Lateral Repair Program solely within the area of the 

existing Tax Increment Financing (TIF) District located in the former City of Centreville. 

Funding for this program is available through the end of 2026 and is supported by existing 

TIF revenues. Participation in this program does not result in any increase in property 

taxes. The City intends this effort to serve as a pilot program. Following implementation, the 

City will evaluate program performance and may consider extending the program to 

additional areas of the City and into future years, subject to funding availability and 

regulatory approval. Damaged private sewer laterals and illegal clean-water connections—

meaning sources of groundwater or stormwater such as downspouts, sump pumps, 

foundation drains, and floor drains connected to the sanitary sewer—contribute to 

basement backups, sewer overflows, and system failures. This program provides City-

funded repairs at no cost to eligible property owners. 

What is a private sewer lateral? 

A private sewer lateral is the pipe that carries wastewater from a home or business to the 

public sewer main. Property owners are responsible for maintaining this pipe, including 

sections located beneath yards, sidewalks, or streets. Defective laterals allow large amounts 

of stormwater and groundwater to enter the sewer system, overloading public 

infrastructure. 

Why does the City need access to my property? 

To repair or replace private sewer laterals, the City and its authorized contractors may need 

temporary access to private property. Work may include inspection, excavation, installation 

of new sewer piping or cleanouts, identification of prohibited clean-water sources, and 

restoration of disturbed areas. No work will begin unless the property owner executes a 

Temporary Access & Participation Agreement authorizing entry onto the property and 

acknowledging program requirements. 

What to Expect During Construction 

Once approved, the repair process typically includes the following: 

• Advance notice will be provided prior to construction (72 hours) 

• Work may occur in yard areas, basements, sidewalks, or driveways as necessary 

• Work on private sewer laterals is typically completed within one (1) to three (3) days, 

depending on site conditions and the extent of repairs required. 

• Temporary disruption to water or sewer service may occur 



 

 

• All disturbed areas will be restored to reasonable construction standards, detailed below 

and within  the Temporary Access & Participation Agreement Form. 

• Restoration may not match original conditions exactly 

Basic restoration includes backfilling and compacting excavated areas, grading and 

reseeding of disturbed lawn areas or restoring turf, replacement of soil or fill materials, and 

restoration of hard surfaces, such as driveways sidewalks, patios, and fencing except as 

noted below. 

Restoration may not exactly replicate original landscaping or structural features.  

Restoration of hard surfaces such as driveways, sidewalks, patios, and fencing will be 

completed to a functional condition but may not match original materials or finishes.  

The City is not responsible for specialty landscaping, decorative features, irrigation systems, 

or items not reasonably avoidable during construction.  

Long-term maintenance of vegetation (watering, mowing, etc.) is the Owner’s responsibility.  

 

How does the repair process work? 

1. Inspection of the sewer lateral using CCTV or other diagnostic tools shall be performed 

by the City or a City-approved contractor. Property owners may submit existing 

inspection documentation (if available), subject to City review and approval. 

2. City review and written pre-approval of required work 

3. Excavation and repair or replacement of defective sewer lateral segments 

4. Installation of necessary equipment such as cleanouts, caps, backflow prevention 

devices, or other related appurtenances 

5. Restoration of disturbed areas to reasonable construction standards 

 

Homeowners will be responsible for disconnecting any prohibited clean-water 

connections before work can be completed or reimbursement can be approved by the 

City 

Who will complete the work? 

There are two options for completion of work under this program: 1. City-Directed Work: 

The City may complete repairs using pre-approved, qualified contractors or, where 

appropriate, City staff with the appropriate licenses and certifications. 2. Homeowner-

Directed Work with Reimbursement: Property owners may receive approval to hire their 

own contractor from the City’s pre-qualified contractor list and request reimbursement 

upon completion. 

In all cases, work must comply with applicable state law and City installation standards and 

inspection requirements. 



 

 

Maintenance after repair 

Following completion of repairs, property owners are responsible for maintaining the 

repaired sewer lateral and any equipment installed on private property, including 

cleanouts, caps, and backflow prevention devices. The City may conduct follow-up 

inspections to verify that prohibited clean-water sources have not been reconnected. 

Reconnection of such sources may result in sewer backups and may make the property 

ineligible for future assistance programs. 

This maintenance responsibility is not a new requirement. Property owners are already 

responsible for maintaining private sewer laterals under existing City, County and State 

requirements. 

 

Clean-water sources that must be disconnected 

Clean-water connections to the sanitary sewer are prohibited by City Water and Sewer 

Ordinance No. 21-1404 ordinance and may prohibit participation in this program. Clean-

water connections include roof downspouts, sump pumps, foundation drains, driveway 

drains, and yard drains. These sources must not discharge into the sanitary sewer system. If 

identified, these connections must be removed by the homeowner in order for the City to 

approve reimbursement or complete work under the Private Sewer Lateral Repair Program 

and may not be reconnected. Homeowners are responsible for ensuring disconnections are 

performed in a manner that does not create adverse drainage conditions. It may be 

necessary for property owners to implement alternative drainage solutions to properly 

manage stormwater. The City is a St. Clair County Municipal Separate Sewer System (MS4) 

co-permittee, and work must comply with the county’s Stormwater Control Code, Chapter 

33, and Building Code, Chapter 7. 

Cost to property owners 

There is no cost to eligible property owners for inspection, repair or replacement of the 

sewer lateral, or basic restoration of disturbed areas. Disconnection of prohibited clean-

water sources may be eligible for reimbursement, if completed by a City approved 

contractor. This pilot program is funded through an existing Tax Increment Financing (TIF) 

District and does not increase property taxes. Property owners are responsible for long-

term maintenance of the repaired sewer lateral and any installed equipment, as well as 

replacement of decorative landscaping, fencing, hardscaping, or other features beyond 

reasonable construction restoration as described above in “What to Expect During 

Construction.” 

Voluntary participation and eligibility 

Participation in the Private Sewer Lateral Repair Program is voluntary. However, declining 

participation may result in continued sewer backups and property damage. Eligibility is 



 

 

limited to properties located within the designated program area and subject to available 

funding. Properties may be identified through homeowner applications, investigation of 

reported sewer issues, City CCTV inspection of sanitary sewer lines, or engineering 

evaluations identifying private lateral defects contributing to inflow and infiltration. 

For rental properties, the property owner must submit the application. If the property is 

tenant-occupied, the property owner is responsible for notifying tenants and coordinating 

access as necessary. 

Required Legal Notice 

This project was undertaken in connection with the settlement of an enforcement action, 

United States et al. v. City of Cahokia Heights, taken on behalf of the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency and the State of Illinois to enforce the Clean Water Act and the Illinois 

Environmental Protection Act. 

Contact Information 

City of Cahokia Heights City Engineer, Phone: 618-215-7225 Email: 

sbutler@cahokiaillinois.org 



CITY OF CAHOKIA HEIGHTS 
PRIVATE SEWER LATERAL REPAIR 
PROGRAM PLAN 
IEPA CONSENT DECREE COMPLIANCE 
 

  



1. PURPOSE AND REGULATORY BASIS 
The City of Cahokia Heights (“City”) establishes this Private Sewer Lateral Repair Program 

(“Program”) to address inflow and infiltration (I/I) and mitigate sanitary sewer overflows 

(SSOs) in accordance with the Consent Decree entered under the Clean Water Act and the 

Illinois Environmental Protection Act. 

The Program is intended to reduce excessive groundwater and stormwater entering the 

sanitary system through defective private laterals, improve system capacity, and protect 

public health and environmental quality. 

This Program is being implemented as a pilot within the existing Tax Increment Financing 

(TIF) District located in the former City of Centreville. Funding is currently available 

through the end of 2026. The City intends to evaluate expansion of the Program to other 

areas based on performance, funding availability, and system needs.” 

This document establishes the governing procedures, eligibility requirements, prioritization 

criteria, inspection protocols, construction standards, and administrative processes 

associated with the Program. 

2. PROGRAM AREA AND IDENTIFICATION OF ELIGIBLE PROPERTIES 
The Program will initially be implemented within the Tax Increment Financing (TIF) 

District located in the former City of Centreville. This area has been identified based on 

historical sewer performance issues, known inflow and infiltration contributions, and 

system condition data. 

Eligible properties may be identified through one or more of the following methods: 

• Inclusion within the defined geographic Program Area 

• Results of CCTV inspection and sewer system investigations 

• Resident-reported sewer backups or service issues 

• Engineering evaluation of areas contributing significant I/I to the system 

A map and detailed description of the Program Area are included in Appendix A. The City 

reserves the right to expand or modify Program boundaries based on system needs and 

funding availability. 

3. ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS AND PRIORITIZATION CRITERIA 
Eligible properties must meet all of the following conditions: 

• The property must be residential in nature 

• The property must be connected to the City’s sanitary sewer system 



• The private lateral must demonstrate defects, failures, or prohibited connections based on 

inspection or evaluation 

In accordance with the Consent Decree, the City will prioritize participation based on the 

following criteria: 

1. Households with documented medical conditions or related financial hardship 

2. Residents aged 65 years or older 

3. Low-income households 

4. Properties located within areas experiencing high inflow and infiltration (I/I) 

Applicants will provide relevant information through the Pre-Approval Application 

(Appendix B), including supporting documentation where applicable. 

The City may request documentation to verify eligibility under these criteria. Prioritization 

does not guarantee acceptance but will guide the order in which applications are reviewed 

and approved. 

4. PROGRAM PROCESS AND WORKFLOW 
The Program shall follow a structured workflow to ensure consistency and compliance: 

1. Submission of Pre-Approval Application by the property owner 

2. Review of eligibility and prioritization by the City 

3. Coordination and completion of CCTV or diagnostic inspection 

4. Determination of required scope of work 

5. Issuance of Pre-Approval to proceed 

6. Selection of contractor and scheduling of work 

7. Completion of repair or replacement activities 

8. Inspection of completed work prior to backfilling, where applicable 

9. Restoration of disturbed areas 

10. Submission and processing of reimbursement documentation, if applicable 

All activities must comply with City standards and regulatory requirements. 



5. CCTV AND DIAGNOSTIC INSPECTION REQUIREMENTS 
CCTV or equivalent diagnostic inspection is required to determine the condition of the 

private sewer lateral and establish the scope of work. The CCTV or equivalent diagnostic 

inspection will be completed at no cost to the homeowner. If a CCTV or equivalent 

diagnostic inspection has already occurred, property owners who are eligible for program 

participation will be reimbursed for this cost if performed by a City-approved contractor.  

Initial CCTV inspection of the private sewer lateral may be performed by the City or by a 

contractor approved by the City. All CCTV inspection documentation must be submitted to 

and approved by the City prior to authorization of repair work. The City reserves the right 

to require additional inspection or verification as necessary. 

Inspection procedures, documentation requirements, and submission formats are detailed 

in Appendix C. 

The timing and responsibility for inspections shall be consistent across all Program 

documents. 

6. SCOPE OF WORK – REPAIR VS REPLACEMENT 
Spot Repair shall be performed where defects are isolated and the overall structural 

integrity of the lateral is intact. Typical conditions include cracks, joint separations, or 

localized root intrusion. 

Full Replacement shall be required where the lateral exhibits structural failure, extensive 

deterioration, multiple defects, or collapse. 

The City will determine the final scope of work based on inspection data and engineering 

judgment. 

7. CONTRACTOR REQUIREMENTS AND APPROVAL 
All work performed under this Program must be completed by contractors that meet the 

City’s licensing, insurance, and qualification requirements. 

All work performed under this Program must be completed by contractors included on the 

City’s Pre-Qualified Contractor List. 

Work performed by contractors not included on this list shall not be eligible for 

participation or reimbursement under the Program. 



8. ILLEGAL CONNECTIONS AND CORRECTIVE ACTIONS 

As part of the Program, prohibited clean-water connections, including but not limited to 

sump pumps, downspouts, and foundation drains connected to the sanitary sewer system, 

may be identified and required to be disconnected. 

All disconnections shall be performed in a manner that does not create adverse drainage 

conditions. Property owners may be required to implement alternative drainage solutions 

to properly manage stormwater. 

9. RESTORATION STANDARDS 
Restoration of disturbed areas will include backfilling, grading, and seeding of lawn areas.  

Restoration of hard surfaces such as driveways, sidewalks,patios, and fencing will be 

completed to a functional condition but may not match original materials or finishes. 

Decorative landscaping, including but not limited to shrubs, trees, and custom hardscaping, 

is not included in Program restoration. 

10. PROPERTY ACCESS AND LIABILITY 
The City and its authorized contractors may access areas including, but not limited to: 

• Exterior yard areas 

• Basement or crawlspace areas (if required) 

• Sidewalks, driveways, and adjacent public right-of-way 

Typical repair activities may take approximately one (1) to three (3) days to complete, 

depending on site conditions. Property owners will be provided advance notice prior to the 

start of construction. 

All disturbed areas will be restored to reasonable construction standards; however, 

restoration may not match existing conditions exactly. 

The City will provide advance notice prior to construction activities. 

The City shall not be responsible for damages outside the scope of authorized work, except 

in cases of gross negligence or willful misconduct, as required under applicable law and the 

Consent Decree. 

 

 



11. MAINTENANCE RESPONSIBILITY 
Participation in the Program does not alter existing responsibilities of property owners. 

Property owners remain responsible for long-term maintenance of private sewer laterals. 

12. IEPA COORDINATION AND INSPECTIONS 

The City will provide notice to the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA) prior to 

initiation of construction activities under this Program. 

The IEPA shall be granted access to inspect work activities upon request. 

All Program activities will be conducted in accordance with applicable federal and state 

regulations and Consent Decree requirements. 

13. RENTAL PROPERTY REQUIREMENTS 
Only property owners are eligible to apply for participation in the Program. Tenants may 

notify the City of sewer-related issues; however, no work may proceed without 

authorization from the property owner. All agreements must be executed by the legal 

owner(s) of record. 

Tenants must be notified prior to construction, and access coordination must be managed 

accordingly. 

14. REIMBURSEMENT PROCEDURES 
Reimbursement requirements, documentation, and payment timelines are defined in the 

Reimbursement Plan. 

All reimbursement procedures must align with inspection and contractor requirements 

outlined in this Program Plan. 
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1 Purpose 

The Program provides a structured pathway for property owners to receive assistance with 

private sewer lateral repairs while ensuring all work is properly scoped, inspected, and 

documented. 

1.1 Reimbursement Amount 

 Full reimbursement for eligible repairs, or 

 A capped reimbursement amount, reviewed based on overall objectives of the program 

to reduce inflow and infiltration and prevent sewer overflows 

1.2 Pre-Approval Requirements 

 Completed Pre-Approval Application 

 CCTV inspection or equivalent documentation of lateral condition 

 Itemized contractor proposal from a Pre-Qualified Contractor 

 Signed Property Access & Participation Agreement 

All reimbursement requests must be pre-approved by the City prior to the commencement 

of any work. The City in its discretion may provide comments on and allow for 

resubmission of ineligible applications. 

Work completed without prior written approval from the City will not be eligible for 

reimbursement under this program. 

1.2.1 Contractor Requirements 

 Only contractors included on the City’s Pre-Qualified Contractor List are permitted to 

perform work under this Program. 

 Work performed by contractors not on the City’s Pre-Qualified Contractor List will not 

be eligible for reimbursement. 

 All contractors must comply with the Illinois Plumbing License Law (225 ILCS 320), 

applicable City standards, and Consent Decree requirements. 

 Contractors must provide all required documentation, including permits, inspections, 

and certifications as required by the City. 

 The City reserves the right to reject contractor work that does not meet Program 

requirements or applicable standards. 

1.3 Reimbursement Documentation 

 Final contractor invoice 

 Before-and-after photographs 

 Post-repair inspection documentation (including CCTV, if required) 

 Completed W-9 

 Signed Reimbursement Request Form 



 

 

 Proof of payment if paid upfront 

Any additional documentation requested by the City for verification may be required. 

1.4 City Responsibilities 

 Review submissions for completeness 

 Conduct inspections as necessary 

 Approve or deny reimbursement requests 

 Issue payment within 90 days of receiving a complete submission 

Payment Conditions 

Reimbursement payments will be issued only after final inspection and approval of 

completed work by the City. 

The City will verify that all program requirements have been met and that prohibited clean-

water connections have been properly disconnected. 

The City reserves the right to deny reimbursement for work that does not meet program 

requirements. 

Eligible Costs 

 CCTV inspection and diagnostic services (if pre-approved) 

 Excavation and repair or replacement of defective sewer lateral segments 

 Disconnection of prohibited clean-water sources 

 Installation of cleanouts, caps, backflow prevention devices, and related appurtenances 

 Basic restoration including backfill, grading, and seeding 

Ineligible Costs 

 Work performed without prior City approval 

 Work performed by contractors not on the Pre-Qualified Contractor List 

 Interior plumbing not related to the sewer lateral 

 Decorative landscaping, fencing, patios, or hardscaping beyond standard restoration 

Funding Limitation 

Reimbursement is subject to the availability of program funding. Submission does not 

guarantee payment. 

Program Consistency 

All work must comply with the Program Plan, Communications Plan, and City standards. 
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Appendix A – Program Overview Notice 

Program Overview Notice – Private Sewer Lateral Repair Program 

Program Purpose 

The City of Cahokia Heights offers the Private Sewer Lateral Repair Program to reduce 

inflow and infiltration, improve sanitary sewer system performance, and support residents 

with needed repairs. 

Due to the availability of funding, this pilot program is solely available to residential 

properties located within the Tax Increment Financing (TIF) District in the former City of 

Centreville through December 31, 2026. Participation in this program does not increase 

property taxes. 
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The Private Sewer Lateral Repair Program pilot area is limited to eligible residential 

properties located within the mapped Tax Increment Financing (“TIF”) District of the 

former City of Centreville, now part of the City of Cahokia Heights, as shown on the attached 

map.  

Eligibility is restricted to qualifying residential parcels located within the former Centreville 

TIF District boundaries and will be verified by the City using parcel records, municipal data, 

and official TIF boundary documentation. This designated program area allows the City to 

prioritize sewer lateral repairs in targeted Centreville neighborhoods with aging 

infrastructure, recurring sewer issues, and higher inflow and infiltration reduction potential 

while utilizing available TIF-supported redevelopment resources. The attached map serves 

as the official geographic reference for determining Program eligibility. 
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Residents may apply to have the work completed by the City using qualified contractors or 

City staff, where appropriate. 

Property owners electing to complete work independently must use contractors included 

on the City’s Pre-Qualified Contractor List. 

Participation in the program is free of charge.  

All reimbursement requests must be pre-approved in advance of completing the 

work. 

Program Prioritization 

Priority for participation may be given to: 

• Low-income households 

• Elderly residents (65 years of age or older) 

• Residents with documented medical hardship 

• Properties located in areas experiencing frequent sewer backups or high inflow and 

infiltration 

The City may request documentation to verify eligibility under these criteria. Prioritization 

does not guarantee acceptance but will guide the order in which applications are reviewed 

and approved. 

 

Program Requirements 

To participate, eligible property owners must submit a complete Pre-Approval Application 

Packet, including: 

1. Pre-Approval Application Form 

2. If the applicant already has documentation of CCTV or diagnostic inspection, include 

that with application for the City’s review. .Property owners may conduct CCTV or 

diagnostic inspection using a City-approved contractor and submit this with their 

application; otherwise this will be the first step completed by the City to evaluate 

eligibility for participation.   

3. Signed Property Access & Participation Agreement (for City-completed work) 

4. Optional supporting photographs or documentation 

5. The City may also identify and recommend properties for participation based on 

recurring sewer backup reports, CCTV inspections, or engineering evaluations. 

Homeowners who receive pre-approval to complete the work using a pre-qualified 

contractor and seek reimbursement, must also submit a Reimbursement Request 

Form accompanied by appropriate documentation, upon completion of the work. 
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All work must be completed and reimbursement requests submitted no later than 

December 31, 2026. 

Property Ownership Requirement 

Only property owners are eligible to apply for participation in the Program. Tenants may 

notify the City of sewer-related issues; however, owner authorization is required for 

Program participation. 

 

Submission Information 

City of Cahokia Heights 

Engineering & Public Works Department 

Attn: City Engineer 

4300 Bond Avenue 

Cahokia Heights, Illinois 62206 

Phone: 618.215.7225 

Email: sbutler@cahokiaillinois.org 

 

Required Consent Decree Notice 

This project was undertaken in connection with the settlement of an enforcement action, 

United States et al. v. City of Cahokia Heights, taken on behalf of the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency and the State of Illinois to enforce the Clean Water Act and the Illinois 

Environmental Protection Act. 
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Appendix B – Pre-Approval Application 

Pre-Approval Application – Private Sewer Lateral Repair Program 

Property Information 

Property Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Parcel Number: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Owner(s): _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: _________________________________________ Email: _______________________________________________ 

Property Status 

☐ Owner-occupied  ☐ Rental property 

Priority Qualification (Optional) 

☐ Low-income household 

☐ Resident age 65 or older 

☐ Medical hardship (optional explanation): __________________________ 

☐ Property located in area with recurring sewer issues 

Reported Sewer Issues (check all that apply): 

☐ Sewer backups 

☐ Slow drains 

☐ Odors 

☐ Known lateral defects 

☐ Suspected clean-water connections 

☐ Other: _________________________ 

Description of Issues: 

 

 

 

 

Owner Certification 

I certify that the information provided is accurate. 

I certify that I am the legal owner of the property and authorize participation in the Private 

Sewer Lateral Repair Program. 

Signature: _______________________ 

Date: ___________________________
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Appendix C – CCTV / Diagnostic Documentation Form  

Submit this form only if you have CCTV or Diagnostic Inspection documentation to be 

submitted with your application.  

CCTV / Diagnostic Documentation Form – Private Sewer Lateral Repair Program  

Inspection Provider 

Completed by: ☐ City Crew ☐ Contractor 

Inspector Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Company: _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

License #: ___________________________________ Phone: _________________________________________________ 

☐ Approved by City prior to repair authorization 

Inspection Type 

☐ CCTV Inspection 

☐ Push Camera 

☐ Cleanout Evaluation 

☐ Other: ______________________ 

Findings: 

☐ Broken pipe 

☐ Root intrusion 

☐ Offset joints 

☐ Sag 

☐ Cracks 

☐ Collapse 

☐ Illegal clean-water connections 

☐ Other: _______________________ 

Observations Summary: 

 

 

 

 

Attachments: 

☐ CCTV video 
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☐ Photos 

☐ Inspection report 

All CCTV inspection documentation must be reviewed and approved by the City prior to 

authorizing repair work. 

Inspector Certification 

Signature: _______________________ 

Date: ___________________________ 
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Appendix D – Contractor Proposal Submission Form 

Submit this form only if you are choosing to hire your own contractor to complete the 

work. Do not submit this form if you choose to have the City perform the work.  

Contractor Proposal Submission Form for Reimbursement – Private Sewer Lateral 

Repair Program 

Contractor Information 

Contractor Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Company: _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ______________________________ Email: __________________________________________________________ 

License #: ____________________________________ 

Contractor must be included on the City of Cahokia Heights Pre-Qualified Contractor List. 

Scope of Work: 

 

 

 

 

Cost Estimate: 

Labor: $__________ 

Materials: $________ 

Equipment: $________ 

Other: $___________ 

Total Estimated Cost: $____________________ 

Contractor Certification 

I certify that I am an approved contractor on the City of Cahokia Heights Pre-Qualified 

Contractor List and will comply with all Program requirements, City standards, and 

applicable laws. 

Signature: _______________________ 

Date: ___________________________ 
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Appendix E – Reimbursement Request Form 

Submit this form only if you are choosing to hire your own contractor to complete the 

work. Do not submit this form if you choose to have the City perform the work.  

Reimbursement Request Form – Private Sewer Lateral Repair Program 

Owner Information 

Owner Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Property Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: _______________________________ Email: _________________________________________________________ 

Work Completed 

Contractor: ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Date Completed: ______________________________ 

Type of Work: 

☐ Repair 

☐ Replacement 

☐ Cleanout installation 

☐ Disconnection of clean-water sources 

☐ Other: __________________________ 

Required Documentation: 

☐ Final invoice 

☐ Before/after photos 

☐ Post-repair CCTV (if required) 

☐ Proof of payment 

☐ W-9 

☐ Work was pre-approved by the City 

Reimbursement Amount Requested: $____________ 

Owner Certification 

I certify the information submitted is accurate. 

I acknowledge that reimbursement is subject to City approval, final inspection, and 

availability of Program funding. 

Signature: _______________________ 

Date: ___________________________ 
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Appendix F – Temporary Access & Participation Agreement Form 

Temporary Access & Participation Agreement Form- Private Sewer Lateral Repair Program 

Property Address: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Parcel Number (if known): ________________________________________________________________________ 

Owner(s) Name(s): _________________________________________________________________________________ 

This Temporary Access & Participation Agreement (“Agreement”) is made between the 

City of Cahokia Heights (“City”) and the undersigned Property Owner(s) (“Owner”) 

regarding repair, replacement, inspection, and related activities on the Owner’s private 

sewer lateral under the City’s Private Sewer Lateral Repair Program (“Program”). 

 

1. PURPOSE OF AGREEMENT 

The City is undertaking improvements to its sanitary sewer system to comply with federal 

and state environmental laws and the Consent Decree. As part of this effort, the City may 

repair, replace, inspect, modify, or install equipment on private sewer laterals to reduce 

inflow and infiltration and prevent sewage backups. 

Owner grants the City temporary access to the property as necessary to perform Program-

approved work, and agrees to accept any equipment installed by the City, subject to the 

terms and conditions set forth in this Agreement.  This document is a legally binding 

agreement between Owner and the City of Cahokia Heights that sets out the rights and 

responsibilities of each of these parties in connection with the Program. 

 

2. ACCESS RIGHTS GRANTED 

Owner hereby grants the City, its employees, agents, and contractors the right to enter the 

property for the following purposes (the “Grant of Access”): 

1. Inspection and assessment of the private sewer lateral. 

2. Excavation, including digging, trenching, and exposing the lateral as needed. 

3. Repair or replacement of the private sewer lateral. 

4. Installation of devices or equipment, including cleanouts, check valves, or other 

protection devices. 

5. Backfilling, compaction, and site restoration following completion of work. 

6. Post-repair inspection, including CCTV or physical evaluation. 
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7. Any related activities reasonably required to complete Program-approved work. 

8. The City will provide reasonable advance notice prior to construction activities. 

Typical work duration is approximately one (1) to three (3) days depending on site 

conditions. 

 

3. SCOPE OF WORK 

The City hereby agrees to undertake all activities reasonably necessary to: 

 Repair or replace defective private sewer laterals. 

 Address inflow and infiltration sources. 

 Install or modify equipment designed to prevent sewer backups. 

 Bring the private lateral into compliance with City requirements. 

As set forth in the scope of work that is attached hereto as Exhibit A.  

 

4. RESTORATION 

The City will restore disturbed areas to reasonable construction standards, which may 

include: 

 Backfilling and compacting excavated areas 

 Reseeding or restoring turf 

 Replacement of soil or fill materials 

 Restoration of hard surfaces, such as driveways, sidewalks, and patios, except as 

noted below. 

Owner acknowledges: 

 Restoration may not exactly replicate original landscaping or structural features. 

 Restoration of hard surfaces such as driveways, sidewalks, patios, and fencing will 

be completed to a functional condition but may not match original materials or 

finishes. 

 The City is not responsible for specialty landscaping, decorative features, irrigation 

systems, or items not reasonably avoidable during construction. 

 Long-term maintenance of vegetation (watering, mowing, etc.) is the Owner’s 

responsibility. 
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5. MAINTENANCE OF INSTALLED EQUIPMENT 

Owner agrees to: 

1. Maintain any equipment installed under this Program, including cleanouts, check 

valves, backflow devices, or other components placed on the private lateral. 

2. Follow all provided operational and maintenance instructions. 

3. Avoid disposing of materials that cause lateral blockages, including wipes, paper 

towels, grease, feminine products, etc. 

Failure to maintain installed equipment may result in future sewer backups, for which the 

City shall not be liable to Owner. 

 

6. PROHIBITION OF CLEAN-WATER SOURCES 

Owner acknowledges: 

 Clean-water connections to the sanitary sewer (e.g., sump pumps, downspouts, 

foundation drains) are prohibited by City ordinance. 

 These connections contribute to system overflows and prevent proper functioning 

of lateral repairs and installed devices. 

Owner agrees: 

 Owner shall be responsible for removing all clean water connections, before the City 

will complete work under this Agreement. Examples of clean water connections 

include: downspouts, sump pumps, driveway drains, foundation drains, and any 

other sources that improperly discharge stormwater or groundwater into the 

sanitary sewer system. 

 

 Owner is responsible for ensuring disconnections are performed in a manner that 

does not create adverse drainage conditions. It may be necessary for Owner to 

implement alternative drainage solutions to properly manage stormwater. 

 

 Not to reconnect any prohibited clean-water source after it has been removed. 

 

 To allow future verification inspections by the City. 

 That reconnecting clean-water sources may disqualify Owner from Program 

benefits. 
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7. DISCLAIMER OF OTHER LATERAL CONDITIONS 

Owner acknowledges: 

 Program work addresses only the defects identified and approved for repair or 

replacement. 

 Existing issues unrelated to Program work—such as root intrusion, structural 

collapse, or debris blockages—may continue to cause sewer problems. 

 The City is not responsible for problems in the private sewer lateral or interior 

plumbing caused by conditions outside the scope of authorized Program work. 

 

8. LIABILITY, HOLD HARMLESS, AND INDEMNIFICATION 

To the fullest extent permitted by law: 

 Owner releases and holds harmless the City and its contractors from claims arising 

from authorized Program work, except for damages caused by gross negligence or 

willful misconduct. 

 Owner acknowledges that normal construction activities involve inconvenience, 

noise, and temporary disruption. 

 Owner shall indemnify the City against claims arising from unauthorized 

reconnections or failure to maintain installed equipment. 

 The City shall not be responsible for pre-existing conditions or damages not directly 

caused by negligent performance of Program work. 

 

9. SURVIVAL OF CONTRACT TERMS 

The Grant of Access in Section 2 remains in effect until: 

 All Program work is completed; 

 All required inspections have occurred; and 

 The City confirms that all Program obligations for the property have been satisfied. 

Sections 5, 6, and 8 of this Agreement, as well as any other provision that, in order to give 

proper effect to its intent, should survive such expiration or termination, shall survive 

termination of this Agreement. 
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10. AUTHORITY TO SIGN 

The undersigned certify that: 

 They are the legal owner(s) of the property; 

 No other approvals are required for the City to perform the authorized work; and 

 All owners of record have signed this Agreement. 

 

11. REQUIRED CONSENT DECREE NOTICE 

Owner acknowledges receipt of the following mandatory notice: 

“This project is being undertaken in connection with the settlement of an 

enforcement action, United States et al. v. City of Cahokia Heights, taken on behalf of 

the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the State of Illinois to enforce the Clean 

Water Act and the Illinois Environmental Protection Act.” 

 

12. SIGNATURES 

PROPERTY OWNER(S): 

For rental properties, this Agreement must be signed by the property owner. If the property 

is tenant-occupied, the property owner is responsible for notifying tenants and coordinating 

access as necessary. 

 

Name: _____________________________________ 

Signature: _________________________________ 

Date: _____________________________________ 

Name: ____________________________________ 

Signature: _________________________________ 

Date: _____________________________________ 
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CITY OF CAHOKIA HEIGHTS 

Authorized Representative: __________________________________ 

Title: ______________________________________________ 

Signature: ___________________________________________ 

Date: _______________________________________________ 

 

 


