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Introduction
This checklist is a tool to guide the review of a nutrient management plan (NMP) submitted with a 
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit application or notice of intent 
(NOI). The checklist supports the permit writer’s determination of whether the NMP adequately 
addresses each of the nine minimum practices required in the regulations. That determination 
should be based on an assessment of the following for each minimum practice:

1. Are the practices and procedures identified in the NMP sufficient to prevent discharges
to surface water?

2. Are the practices and procedures adequate to support identification of NMP terms for
the permit?

The checklist is focused on the fundamental concepts necessary to evaluate whether an NMP 
addresses the regulatory requirements (e.g., NPDES minimum standards and effluent limitations 
guideline (ELG) requirements). The checklist is organized into three parts: (1) Part A – Basic 
Facility Information, (2) Part B – Nine Minimum Practices and Associated Information, and 
(3) Part C – Plan Adequacy. Associated information in Part B includes information associated with
each minimum practice and is used to help to determine if the plan meets the requirements of
the minimum practices. For example, crop information is necessary to review the protocols for
land application of manure and wastewater minimum practice.

Using the Checklist
The checklist has been designed to serve as a tool for use in determining whether an NMP 
addresses the ELG requirements (where applicable) and NPDES NMP minimum practices. It 
also addresses the information needed to identify the terms of an NMP as defined by EPA. The 
checklist was designed to cover a variety of NMPs and operations; as such, it should cover most 
common situations a permit writer will encounter. However, specific operational characteristics 
can vary widely depending on animal sector, climate, state requirements, and other factors. 
Permit writers should be aware of the characteristics of a typical CAFO in their area and, if 
needed, revise the checklist to improve its utility in evaluating NMPs for a specific state or region.

Although the checklist is intended for use by permit writers in evaluating NMPs, the completed 
checklist for a facility should be saved in the permit file and be made available as a reference 
for the CAFO inspector to review before conducting a compliance inspection. The checklist 
information would enable the inspector to document changes that have occurred at the operation 
since the permit was issued and verify that they are reflected in the current NMP.

The determination of whether an NMP addresses the nine minimum practices often will be based 
on best professional judgment. Even where a plan appears to address each of the nine minimum 
practices, a poorly developed plan could be an indicator of a potential future permit violation. 
Further, as described in Chapter 4 of this Manual, broadly applicable permit could be captured 
as terms and conditions of the permit and therefore might not necessarily be addressed in the 
operation’s NMP.
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Completed By Name: __________________________  Agency: _________________  Date:___________
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____________ gal/yr Liquid  __  Solid 
____________ gal/yr Liquid  __ r Solid 
____________ gal/yr Liquid  ____________ lbs/yr Solid
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______ ______ _________ acres agreements _ _ __

 

 



H-9

Appendix H: NPDES CAFO Nutrient Management Plan Review Checklist

NPDES Permit Writers’ Manual for CAFOs

 

 
 NA 

 
.   NA  
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........................       ΝΑ

 
o           NA 
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