When is My Compost Ready?

It is important that your compost is stable

before use. Finished compost will be dark,
brown and crumbly with an earthy odor. The
materials will be completely decomposed and
the finished pile will have reduced by 50-75%
its original volume.

FAQ

Q: Why does my compost smell like rotten eggs?
A: There is an insufficient amount of air or too
much moisture. Try turning your pile and add
brown materials, such as sawdust or leaves.

Q. Why does my compost smell like ammonia?
A: There is too much nitrogen. Try adding brown
materials.

Q: Why is my pile decomposing slowly?

A: Your pile may be too small, not enough nitro-
gen, lack of air or cold weather. Try turning your
compost more regularly, add green materials, or
insulate with a tarp in cold weather.
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Why Compost?

Composting reduces the amount of waste
you send to a landfill, improves the soil in
your lawn and gardens, promotes healthy
plant growth, helps soil retain water, and
kills weeds.

Composting can save you money by never
having to buy fertilizer or bags for

landscape waste again.
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