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HEARI NG OFFI CER STUDER: Good evening. M
name is Dean Studer. |'mthe hearing officer for the
IIlinois Environnmental Protection Agency. Can
everyone in the back hear ne?

(Audi ence responds: "No.")

HEARI NG OFFI CER STUDER: We've got seats up
front. You may want to consider noving. |'m
projecting as loud as | can. The PA systemis turned
up as loud as we can get it without getting feedback.

| want to wel cone everyone here to this
hearing. M purpose here is to ensure that these
proceedi ngs run properly and according to rules. To
that end, I will not be responding to technical
I ssues; but | wll assist those nmaking comments to
ensure that we stay focused on issues under the
purview of the Illinois Environnental Protection
Agency, Illinois EPA, for this permtting action and,
consequently, that the issues are appropriate for this
heari ng.

This is an informational hearing before the
II'linois EPA in the matter of a New Pol | ut ant
Di scharge Elimnation Systempermt for Quality Sand
Products, NPDES Nunber |1L0080047. The Illinois EPA

bel i eves that the public hearings that we hold are a

312.236.6936

877.653.6736
Fax 312.236.6968 JENSEN

www.jensenlitigation.com Litigation Solutions



© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 00 N O O M W N L O

Quality Sand Products, LLC

Public Hearing - 06/17/2014

crucial part of the permt review process.

The issues relevant to this hearing include
conpliance with the requirenents of the federal C ean
Water Act and the rules set forth in 35 Illinois
Adm ni strative Code, Subtitle C.

O her relevant issues include the potential
I npacts to receiving waters fromthe proposed
di scharge and the water quality in the receiving
waters as it relates to the discharge of waste water.

The Il1inois EPA has made a prelimnary
determ nation that the Applicant has net the
requi renents for obtaining a permt and has prepared a
draft permt for review

The purpose of this hearing is for the
I1linois EPA to accept comments fromthe public on the
draft permt. This public hearing is being conducted
according to the provisions of the Illinois EPA s
Procedures for Permit and Cl osure Plan Hearings, which
can be found in 35 Illinois Adm nistrative Code, Part
166, Subpart A and under 35 Illinois Adm nistrative
Code Part 309. Copies of these regulations are
avail able at the Illinois Pollution Control Board
website, ww. ipcb.state.il.us; or, if you do not have

easy access to the web, you may contact ne, and | can
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get a copy for you.

An informational hearing neans exactly that.
This is strictly an informational hearing. It is an
opportunity for you to provide information to the
I11inois EPA concerning this permtting action. This
IS not a contested case heari ng.

|"d like to explain how tonight's hearing is
going to proceed. First, | wll have the Illinois EPA
panel introduce thenselves and provide a sentence or
two regarding their involvenent in this permt review
process.

Next, Darren Gove, an engineer in the
Di vision of Water Pollution Control Facility Planning
Unit, will give a brief overview of the draft NPDES
permt.

| f you have not yet signed a registration
card, please see either Barb Lieberoff or Mara
McGQuiness in the registration area. Either one of
them can provide you wiwth a card for registration.
You may indicate on the card that you would like to
make oral comments.

Everyone | egi bly conpleting a registration
card or submtting witten coments during the conment

period will be notified when the Illinois EPA reaches
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a final decision in this nmatter. A responsiveness
summary will be nade avail able at that tine.

In the responsiveness summary, the Illinois
EPA will answer all relevant and significant issues
that were raised at this hearing or submtted to ne
prior to the close of the comment peri od.

The responsi veness summary will al so be
posted on the Illinois EPA website in the sane pl ace
where the hearing notice and draft permt have been
posted. | wll also arrange for the transcripts of
this hearing to be posted on that web page. The
timng of such posting wll depend largely on when |
get the transcript back fromthe court reporter.

The witten record in this matter will close
on July 2, 2014. | wll accept witten coments as
|l ong as they are postmarked by July 2. EPA coments
wi |l be accepted by email provided the follow ng three
conditions are all net:

1.) They are sent to
epa. publ i cheari ngcom@| | i noi s. gov.

2.) They are received by the close of the
reCORD in this matter. Again, that is July 2, 2014.

3.) The subject line of the email contains

either the words "Quality Sand NPDES" or contains the
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factors.

Agai n,

permt nunber, which is 1L0080047, in it.

Note that | wll not be accepting emails
originating on third-party systens or servers intended
for submttal of nultiple emails of the sane or nearly
the sane content without nmy prior witten approval.

II'linois EPAis commtted to resol ving
out standi ng i ssues and reaching a final decision in
this matter in an expeditious nmanner. However, the
actual decision date wll depend upon a nunber of
factors, including the nunber of coments received,

t he substantive content of those comments, and ot her

During the hearing and comrent peri od,
rel evant comments, docunents, and data wll be placed
into the hearing reCORD as exhibits. Please send all
witten docunents or data to ny attention. That's
Dean Studer, Hearing Oficer, regarding Quality Sand
NPDES, I[llinois EPA, 1021 North G and Avenue East,
P. 0. Box 19276, Springfield, Illinois, 62794. This
address is also given on the public notice for the
hearing tonight as is the enail address for submtting

comments by email.

or "1L0080047" on your conments to hel p ensure they

pl ease indicate "Quality Sand NPDES"
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becone part of the hearing reCORD.
| wll now ask the IIlinois EPA panel to

i ntroduce thenselves. Follow ng introductions, Darren

Gove will make a brief opening summary of the program
M5. FLONERS: Hi. |'m Stephanie Flowers,
the Division of Legal Counsel for Illinois

Environnental Protection Agency.

MR. KOCH:. Brian Koch, |I'ma toxicol ogi st
fromthe Water Quality Standards Secti on.

MR. GOVE: (Good evening. M nane is Darren
Gove. | work for the Illinois Environnental
Protection Agency as an engineer in the Permt
Secti on.

|'d Iike to wel cone everybody here to this
public hearing regarding the draft NPDES permt nunber
| LOOB0047 for Quality Sand Products, LLC, in LaSalle
County.

The purpose of this new NPDES permt is to
regul ate surface discharges to waters of the state
fromthe proposed surface mning facility identified
as the Quality Sand Products m ne.

The draft facility covers an area of
approxi mately 147 acres in LaSalle County, |ocated

roughly two mles north of the city of North Ui ca.
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The facility's operations include blasting, crushing,
screeni ng, wet processing, and stockpiling of
processed sandstone in preparation for truck
transportation off site.

The draft permt includes one outfall,
outfall 001. CQutfall 001 will discharge effluent
consi sting of groundwater seepage, storm water and
process water at an average discharge rate of 1.25
mllion gallons per day fromthe facility's main
settling pond to Pecunsaugum Creek, a tributary of the
II'linois River.

The draft permt includes effluent
limtations and nonitoring for this discharge. Wter
used in the processing of the sandstone will be
treated and returned to the sedinentation ponds for
further treatnent.

Stormwater that is generated on site wll
be directed to the settling ponds. The draft permt
i ncl udes aut horization for stormwater discharges from
certain areas of the proposed facility that are
covered by the facility's stormwater pollution
prevention plan. Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER STUDER: Thank you, Darren.

They did turn the fan off. |Is it better as far as
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being able to hear us with that off?

AUDI ENCE: (Responding affirmatively.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER STUDER: Again, if you
absolutely can't hear, let ne know, and we'll work
with that at the tinme and see what we can do.

As Hearing Oficer, | intend to treat
everyone here with respect and in a professional
manner. | ask the sanme respect be shown by the
heari ng panel and by nenbers of the audience.

You may di sagree with or object to sone of
the statenents and comrents made; but this is a public
heari ng, and everyone has a right to express their
comrents on this draft permt and issues related to
it. Arguing or prolonged dialogue with others wl]l
not be permtted at this hearing.

| rem nd everyone that we have a court
reporter here taking a verbatimreCORD of tonight's
hearing. For her sake and in the interests of
obtai ning an accurate transcript for this hearing, |
ask that background noise levels in the room be kept
to a mninmum Appl ause and ot her reactionary
responses are inappropriate and are not allowed during
thi s hearing.

Witten cooments nay be submtted at any
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time within the public comment period. And, again,
that ends on July 2, 2014.
This hearing is the only tinme that Illinois
EPA wi ||l accept oral coments on this permtting
action. If you have lengthy oral comments, it will be

hel pful to submt themto ne in witing before the
cl ose of the comment period; and I will ensure they
are included in the hearing reCORD as an exhibit.

Pl ease keep your comments relevant to the
I ssues involved with this permtting action. [|f your
comrents fall outside the scope of this hearing, | nmay
ask you to proceed to your next relevant issue.

For the purpose of allow ng as many as
possi ble to nmake comments this evening, | wll
initially allow everyone four and a half mnutes to
make coments. W want to avoid repetition. |If
anyone before you has already presented a statenent or
comrent that is contained in your comments, please
skip over those issues when you speak. |f soneone has
said what you intended to say, you may pass when |
call your nane to cone forward.

Once a point is made it nmakes no difference
if the point is made 99 tinmes. It wll be considered

on its nerit and addressed only once in the
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responsi veness summary.
The i ssues that are relevant in the Illinois

EPA final decision are those directly related to the
contents of the permit and the regul ati ons governing
the issuance of a permt. Sinply stating opposition
or support for this project wll not inpact the
II'linois EPA decision in this matter.

I1linois EPA decision making is limted to
those itens associated with environnental issues and
other itens as determ ned by state and federal |aw.
In this case, relevant issues nust relate to the water
di scharge permt in sone way.

The notice for this hearing contained the
follow ng statenent. "Those recomendi ng deni al of
this permt application should be prepared to state
the regulation that is the basis of their
recomendation."” Doing exactly that will go a | ong

way i n making a credible argunent for those wanting

deni al .

| f the applicant neets the requirenents for
obtaining a permt, Illinois EPAis mandated to issue
a permt under state law. Illinois EPA decision wll

not be based upon how many people support a permt or

on how many peopl e oppose a permt for this facility.

312.236.6936
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When it is your turn to speak, | will call
your nane. Please cone forward to the m crophone up
front. | wll then call a second nane, and that
person should be prepared to cone forward once the
person currently at the m ke has conpleted their
coment s.

When | call your nanme, if you do not desire
to speak or if soneone has already said what you were
prepared to say, you may pass; and | will announce
anot her nane.

When providi ng your comments, please speak
clearly and loudly into the m crophone. State your
name and, if applicable, any governnental body,
organi zati on, or association that you represent. |If
you are not representing a governnental body, an
organi zati on, or an association, you may sinply
I ndicate that you are a concerned citizen or a nenber
of the public.

For the benefit of the court reporter, | ask
that you spell your last nane. |If there are alternate
spellings for your first name, you may al so spell that
I f you desire.

Comments are to be directed to nenbers of

the hearing panel. This wll help ensure that an

Page 13
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accurate transcription of your comments is nade for
the reCORD. Dialogue wth the hearing panel or with
others in attendance will not be all owed.

Are there questions regardi ng the procedures
that will be used tonight for conducting this hearing?
(No response.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER STUDER: Let the record
I ndi cate that no one raised their hand.

Since no one raised their hand, we wll
start with Brad Browmnm. M. Brown wll be nmaking a
statenent on behalf of the applicant. M. Brown,
pl ease cone forward to the m crophone.

MR. BROAN. Good eveni ng, everyone. M nane
iIs Brad Brown. [|'m an engi neer with Anderson
Envi ronnent al Engi neeri ng Conpany. W are working
with Quality Sand Products on the environnental
permtting that is required for the proposed m ne.

As a representative of Quality Sand
Products, we want you to know that there is a high
| evel of commtnent fromthe managenent teamto be a
responsi bl e corporate citizen and a good steward of
t he environnent.

Quality Sand Products has been involved in

the mning and processing of raw materials for over 25
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years and has a successful track reCORD of managi ng
m ni ng and processing sites within the environnental
permt requirenents.

As you are fully aware, the m ning and
processing of LaSalle's high-quality sand has been a
| ong-term econonmic force in the region providing
enpl oynent opportunities for residents of the area and
beyond.

The proposed m ning operation is designed
with large settling ponds to ensure that the discharge
iIs well within the strict water quality standards of
the permt. The processing operation will utilize the
| at est technol ogy avail able, which allows the
processed water to be recycled and requires very
little additional water to be added to the system
t hereby reduci ng the anmount of discharge fromthe
site.

We thank you all for being here tonight and
| ook forward to your input and comments regarding the
NPDES permt for the mne. Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER STUDER: Thank you,

M. Brown.
Lydia Jordan is the first nenber of the

public making a comment, and she will be followed by
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Monty Wi ppl e.

M5. JORDAN. (Good evening, M. Hearing
Oficer and Illinois EPA representatives.

Thank you for the opportunity to coment on
this draft permt. M nane is Lydia Jordan, L-y-d-i-a
J-o-r-d-a-n. | work for the Environnental Advocacy
Center at the Bluhm Legal dinic, part of Northwestern
Uni versity School of Law.

We represent Conserve Qur Rural Ecosystens,
CORE, a community group nmade up of residents of
LaSal l e County, primarily in the Village of North
Utica and Utica and Logan Townshi ps.

Toni ght, you will also hear from several
I ndi vi dual nenbers of CORE. Many CORE nenbers enj oy
the natural beauty of Pecunsaugum Creek and frequently
use the adjacent Illinois and Mchigan Canal State
Trail for recreation. Many nenbers also rely on well
wat er drawn near the proposed discharge.

Because well water is so inportant to CORE
nmenbers and the surrounding community, CORE suggests
anending the permt to include requirenents for
groundwat er quality nonitoring as well as neasurenent
of static groundwater levels. This information is

essential to protect the current groundwater use and

312.236.6936
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to understand the hydrol ogy of the area.

Anot her concern related to groundwater is
the presence of radiumin water punped from deep wells
in the area. Based on the possibility that well water
used at the facility may contain high |Ievels of
radi um CORE recommends including a requirenent to
test the discharge for radi um

CORE nenbers are concerned about the effects
on Pecunsaugum Creek and recomrend revisiting the
permt to better protect the creek's existing uses.

Not only does the Pecunmsaugum Creek currently support
an inportant diversity of species, including the
slippershell nussel and weed shiner, but it also flows
into the | & MCanal, which is inportant to recreation
for CORE nenbers, other residents of the area, and
visitors.

CORE nmenbers ask Illinois EPA to consider
alternatives to discharging i nto Pecunsaugum Cr eek,
including full retention of waste water, connection to
muni ci pal groundwater treatnment facilities, or
di scharge to a water body better suited to receive the
di schar ge.

Al ternatively, CORE nenbers ask the permt

be nodified to better protect the current use of the

Page 17
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creek as crucial habitat to inportant species.

The permt should incorporate a requirenent
for streamwater quality testing. Also, the permt
shoul d set and enforce a limtation for heat added to
the creek. Missels in particular are very sensitive
to heat, and the use of the creek as a nussel habit at
may be negatively affected w thout proper precautions.

Mussel s, clans, insects, and fish are all
very sensitive to sedinentation as well. The permt
shoul d i nCORPorate a requirenent to reduce siltation
not only fromstormwater runoff, but also fromdirect
di schar ge.

The permt should al so include requirenents
to slow the flow of discharge to prevent disturbance
of the creek bed.

CORE nenbers al so encourage Illinois EPA to
alter the permt to better protect existing uses of
aesthetic appreciation and recreation. CORE nenbers
are particularly concerned about the effects on
recreation fromthe additional flow that nmay
exacerbate flooding along the | & M Canal State Trail.
Recent fl ooding has been costly and left significant
damage to the trail. CORE nenbers recommend addi ng

requirenents to the permt to divert or attenuate the

Page 18
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flow of the discharge so that existing recreational
uses to downstream waters are protected.

To the extent that the Illinois EPA may
consider the holistic inpact of the facility when
consi dering whether the risk of adverse inpacts of the
gross di scharge are warranted, the nenbers of CORE
urge you to consider possible negative inpacts such as
fl oodi ng, depletion of groundwater, danage to roads
due to increased truck traffic, and opportunity costs
of other nore socially beneficial devel opnents.

Thank you for the opportunity to coment and
for considering how this proposed discharge w ||
affect the conmunity.

HEARI NG OFFI CER STUDER: Thank you. Next up
Is Monty Whipple, and M. VWhipple will be foll owed by
Ashl ey WIIi ans.

MR. VWH PPLE: Monty Wi pple, Mo-n-t-y
Wh-i-p-p-1-e. Once again, | thank the nmenbers of the
board for listening to our coments this evening.

| am al so a nenber of CORE and a very
concerned citizen. | living in very close proximty
to the mne we are discussing here tonight.

| think many of you probably are famli ar

with the area, just like a |lot of people in the back
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of me are. This is an area that is surrounded by
present and former industrial sites that have since
bef ore beconme contam nated. Contam nated soil and
water is a major concern in this area from ot her
Ssituations that have occurred in the past.

We have many cities in the neighborhood th
have wat er problens, drinking water problens
particularly; and we are trying to do everything we
can to head those off.

|"msure you're famliar wth the probl ens
wth OGtawa's water situation, radiumand so on.
Wedron Silica Mne has a present problemthat is ver
i nportant and sonething we don't want to see happen
her e.

Utica, which is the closest town to ne,
their water is always under a boil order, which
doesn't give you a whole |ot of confidence.

There are Superfund sites in the area as
well, which we all are aware of and take very nuch t
heart. The inportance of clear water, clean air, an
cl ean groundwater is very inportant to us.

Personally, | have two famly farnms, where
my dad farns and where ny uncle farns. They are sid

by side. W ere | live, which is off the farm all

or

at

y

0]

d

e
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three sites are wwthin a half a mle of the Quality
Sand M ne.

VWhat is inportant to ne is that all three
sites have shallow wells. Wter is down |ess than 40
feet, and | know the pits that they are digging in
will be down |lower than that. They tal k about
groundwat er seepage, seepage down to the aquifer.

What will happen is: That water will have
to be discharged as waste water so it doesn't
accunul ate. But | also wonder: \Whatever chem cal s
and so on are accumul ating down there, are they al so
seepi ng back into the groundwater at the sane tine,
whi ch woul d possibly affect the quality of water that
we have?

| understand that the mnes don't drill in
one spot forever. Sooner or |ater, one area wl|
becone abandoned; and they will nove down the road a
little bit and start another area. |In the neanti ne,
that shallow pit wll remain there. It fills up wth
wat er and just |ays there.

You can pass by the existing mnes that have
been ki nd of forsaken and see various colors of water
that is nowhere near clear. It just sits there, and

j ust wonder about the contami nation of the aquifers in
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t hose areas.

Now, they do say that if you're close enough
to amne, they wll present a water agreenent with
you to drill a new well or to help you out in that
situation. But if you're surrounded by several m nes,
who is to take the blanme for it being their fault?
That bothers ne a little bit.

Who is to say that the water quality where

they dig dowmm will be as good as what | have now?
Ri ght now, |'ve got excellent water froma shall ow
well. | know they are tal king about diggi ng down 300

or 400 feet to get to a different aquifer, but a | ot
of the water that is being punped fromthose type of
aquifers is not nearly as good and certainly has sone
problens. So | ask you to keep that in m nd.

One other comment, just a little bit off the
subject. If you do approve this permt and they are
allowed to disperse the water into the Pecunsaugum and
into the canal, maybe they can be convinced through
t he goodness of their heart or sone encouragenent to
di rect sone of that canal water toward Uica. The
canal is now very stagnant because all the water is
flow ng toward LaSalle. There's nothing going back

toward Uica. That part of the canal is really an
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ugly eyesore.

We do take pride in the canal as being a
historic tourist place for people to wal k and see and
so on. But, right now, all the water is directed
toward LaSal |l e.

| f you're going to dunp that nuch water into
it fromthis treatnent plant and if you find that the
water is safe and cl ean enough to be used in that
regard as a recreational purpose, |I'd like to see it
directed back toward Utica. Mybe they can split the
di scharge, and we could have a free-fl ow ng canal that
woul d be sonething to be proud of.

Thank you for your tine.

HEARI NG OFFI CER STUDER: Thank you. Next up
Is Ashley Wlliams. M. WIllianms will be foll owed by
Laurel and Henry Hayes that have registered to speak.

M5. WLLIAVMS: Ashley WIIians,
Wi-l-1-i-a-ms, Otawa nenber of CORE.

Ladi es and gentl enmen of the | EPA a primary
concern of mne is that the high volune of waste water
produced from Quality Sand Products operations, an
estimated 1.25 mllion gallons per day, wll pollute
Pecunsaugum Cr eek.

| do not believe nonthly outfall testing is
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adequat e enough to safeguard our residents. It mnust
be done on a daily or weekly basis, perhaps with the
hel p of community invol venent such as | VCC Chem stry
A ub.

Addi tionally, the discharge may adversely
affect the state and federally endangered | ndi ana Bat
that makes its hone in the Blackball Caves, the
| argest bat hibernacula in Illinois. These bats are
key to our well-being. Due to their voracious
appetites, they save farners mllions of dollars in
crop danage yearly and allows themto refrain from
pestici de use.

However, urbani zation continues to threaten
their species. Even the slightest intrusions can
spell disaster for these bats. Their body
tenperatures can plummet into the 40-degree range in
Wi nter. There nust be stronger protection in place
for these bats in the permt as | believe the current
protections may fail to safeguard them

The di scharge of such |arge vol unes of water
could potentially result in bank erosion along the
creek and disrupt wldlife spawning areas. A small
t enperature change can be lethal to fish. For

I nstance, trout only get oxygen fromcold water in the
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range of 45 to 55 degrees. Trout size and quantity
decline as water tenperature increases.

Water quality may be negatively inpacted by
sedi nent resulting from di scharges of waste water.
Sedi nent can commonly contain the floccul ant
acrylam de which is a potential neurotoxin that can
| ead to paralysis, cancer, and infertility. The
di scharge should be tested for acrylam de as well as
the floccul ant DADMAC, as these chem cals are being
used in these operations.

Pl ease take these critical concerns into
consi deration before you issue this NPDES permt.
Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER STUDER: Thank you. W had
Laurel and Henry -- | said Hayes. It looks like it's
actually Mayes. Please cone forward.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER:  Pass.

HEARI NG OFFI CER STUDER: They passed. All
right. Roger Rynke. While he's com ng up, the person

followng himw Il be Colleen Smth.
MR. RYNKE: Hi. |'m Roger Rynke, R-o0-g-e-r
R-y-n-k-e. | work for the Illinois Departnent of

Transportation, but I'mnot here in an offici al

capacity. I|I'mEnvironnental Unit Chief; so | did a
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little bit of background check on the area with the
resources and dat abases that | have at ny di sposal.
|"malso here -- | live in Peru, and I'm a concerned
citizen.

Just a brief review of sone of the areas. |
saw in the handout that the streamwas not rated. It

was just listed as a tributary to the Illinois River.
It's a pretty high-quality stream There's a | ot of
uni que fish and nussels. It outflows into the
Bl ackbal | M nes Nature Preserve, which is about a mle
downst r eam

| really don't have nuch to add, but | just
would like -- I'"mnore concerned with the process
wat er than the groundwater seepage and stormwater run
of f. Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER STUDER: Thank you. Next up
iIs Colleen Smth. She wll be followed by Kenneth --

is it (unintelligible)?

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: |'Il pass. |'ve been
cover ed.

HEARI NG OFFI CER STUDER: Ckay. Thank you.

M5. SMTH.  Good evening. |'m Colleen
Smth, CGo-l-l-e-e-n. |I'mhere representing the

II'linois chapter of the Sierra Cub and all of our
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menbers in LaSalle as well as throughout the county
that uses these waterways for recreation and ot her
pur poses.

|'"d like to mainly spend ny four and half
m nutes or so asking questions of the panel. [|'m
going to voice many of the sanme concerns as Ashl ey and
Lydi a before ne and probably others throughout the
eveni ng.

Primarily our concerns are with the |arge
anmount of discharge to this small and sensitive creek.

|"d like to first ask as far as the
pol lutant | oading is concerned, has any quantification
of the current total suspended solids been assessed or
I ncreases of TSS been conduct ed?

MR GOVE: Since there's no discharge yet,
we don't have a quantification fromthe actual m ne;
but the groundwater itself is high quality. The
stream survey did collect TSS data. | can't recall
what it was, but | renenber thinking it was relative
| ow.

M5. SMTH. On that sane topic, we are
concerned that there has not been a great enough
assessnent of the inpact to the Pecunsaugum Creek.

The anti degradati on assessnent only concerns the storm
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wat er di scharges, but the 1.25 mllion gallons a day
al so i ncludes process water and groundwat er seepage.
Has there been any assessnent of those discharges in
t he anti degradati on?

MR. GOVE: The Applicant did do an
assessnent of groundwater. Wat we considered
anticipated discharge is represented above the
groundwater. It was taken fromwells that were
drilled. Those results all showed that there was no
exceedances expected of water quality standards.

M5. SMTH. Thank you. On that simlar
vein, do you happen to know the percentage of the
total discharge volune that is expected to be process

wat er and groundwater seepage versus just storm water,

of that 1.25 mllion gallons?

MR GOVE: | believe 0.29 M& of the 1.25
wi Il be process water. The remainder will be storm
wat er .

M5. SMTH. | would also |like to ask about

the use of flocculants that Ashley WIIlianms brought

up. As many of you have nentioned, this creek has a

| ot of very inportant species, high IBl and QHEl
scores. The state endangered and state-listed species

are particular concerns for the residents in this
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Has there been any toxicity testing on the
pol ymer s?
MR. GOVE: Yes, there has.
M5. SMTH. Can you enlighten ne on the
results?

MR. GOVE: Yeah. Each product, there were
LC50 estimates, which is the I ethal concentration in
50 percent of the organisns. Each product was found
to have a threshold above 100 mlligrans per liter,
whi ch nmeans that anything below 100 mlligrans per
liter exhibits no effect whatsoever froman acute
| ethality point of view

The species that were tested were the zebra
fish, which is of the famly Cyprinidae, which is
related to the weed shiner, the endangered fish that
was found in the stream | believe Daphnia Magna, a
common invertebrate, was used in testing and then al so
a certain algae species. Again, all tested organisns
were found to be not sensitive to the pol yners.

Again, 100 mlligranms per liter was the
obj ective threshold. Anything above 100 could be an
i ssue. They are applying the product at a maxi nmum of

1.25 mlligranms per liter. And their acrylam de

312.236.6936
877.653.6736

Fax

312.236.6968 JENSEN

www.jensenlitigation.com

Page 29

Litigation Solutions



© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 00 N O O M W N L O

Quality Sand Products, LLC

Public Hearing - 06/17/2014

polynmer is only a small percentage of that actual
dosage.

M5. SMTH.  Just to clarify. The 100
mlligrans per liter is -- anything above that is
above the threshold for the LC50, and you are saying
that they are applying the polyner at 1.25 mlligrans
per liter?

MR. GOVE: That's correct. 100 mlligrans
per liter and then 1.25 mlligrans per liter. And,
again, the 100 mlligrans per liter, that was
essentially a bench test. It was a range-finding
test. They are trying to find out how |l ethal the
product could be. At 100 mlligranms per liter, there
was no toxicity; so they didn't have a need to go any
lower. So 1 mlligramper liter was not tested
because 100 mlligrans per liter was not toxic.

M5. SM TH. Thank you. Does | EPA consult
with IDNR as to the use of these floccul ants?

MR GOVE: No. Not with regards to
fl occul ant usage.

M5. SMTH.  Thank you, very nuch. That
answered all ny questions.

HEARI NG OFFI CER STUDER: Thank you. Next
up, Randy Juras. He will be followed by WIIiam Speck
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(phonetic).

MR, JURAS: MW nane is Randy Juras, 14351
OGak Trail, Honmer den, Illinois. I'mwth the
Envi ronnmental Comm ttee of Honmer Q4 en.

We have had nunerous issues wthin our area
wWith regards to environnental inpact studies or |ack
of them

To the best of ny know edge, | haven't seen
an awful ot of work wwth regards to what will you
guys do about the displacenent of certain
envi ronnmental creatures and whatnot due to 1 mllion
250 thousand gal l ons of stuff every single day.

We have had issues with IDOT with regards to
I nadequate, by our terns, environnental inpact
studies. In our particular area, we do have the
Hine's enerald dragonfly. And we have, in fact, had
Issues with IDOT wth regards to wanting to put the
hi gh-speed rail train in.

| was wondering how nmuch you guys are goi ng
to do noving forward, presumng the permt is issued,
i n keeping track of just what is being dunped into the
creek or the creek area and the inpact that it is
going to have over tinme wth the continued dunpi ng of

who knows what .
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Fromwhat |'ve seen, this is very simlar to
what IDNR is skirting wth regards to what fracturing
solutions are going to be allowed to be dunped back
into who knows where. And that's the sticking point
at the nmonent still in Springfield.

Do you guys anticipate conti nuously
moni toring what they do dunp into the creek?

MR. GOVE: The permt requires nonitoring of
their discharge at a nonthly rate. The paraneters
that are listed in the public notice are primarily the
paraneters that are required to be reported to us.
They must neet a certain limt of total suspended
solids. Total suspended solids for this type of
facility need to neet the standards of 25 mlligrans
per liter.

There are other nonitoring paraneters, and
we do track those for a period of tinme; but there's no
curmul ati ve anal ysis of that data.

MR. JURAS: |[|s the | EPA going to be doing
the nonitoring, or is it going to be contracted out?

MR. GOVE: The Applicant or the Permttee is
required to do the nonitoring.

MR JURAS: |Is there any set paraneters for

how often their equi pnent is checked?
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MR. GOVE: None that | know of. | can
check, though, and get back to you.

MR JURAS: It's up to thenf

MR GOVE: Yes.

MR JURAS: Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER STUDER.  There's one nore
I ssue that you wanted to say on the |[ast coment?

MR. KOCH: | believe there's a netal
moni toring condition. Those would be contracted out
to a lab. The labs go through all the proper Q QC.
These people's jobs depend on produci ng accurate
results. Those results would be unbi ased.

The only thing | believe that the Applicant
woul d neasure would be TSS and flow, if that's a
requirenent. |'mnot quite sure whether requirenents
are in there for the Permttee to do. The analyti cal
work is contracted out to | ocal |abs.

MR. JURAS: Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER STUDER: W | i am Speck
(phonetic). As he's comng forward, it |ooks |like
he'll be foll owed by Norm Dudek.

MR. SPECK: M nanme is WIIliam Speck. | am
here as a concerned citizen, a CORE nenber, and as

Wal t ham Townshi p Supervisor. W approved a letter
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that we want to put into your testinony group. | have
it here. | can present it at this tine, if you'd
like.
HEARI NG OFFI CER STUDER: Sure. |'Il go

ahead and enter it as an exhibit in the record, or you
can hand it to ne when you're done nmaki ng comments,
ei t her way.

MR SPECK: I'll let you put it into the
record here. That way, | have the nunber for it, and
| can go fromthere.

HEARI NG OFFI CER STUDER: Very good. W'l
enter that as Exhibit 174.

MR, STACK: Now, as Supervisor of the
Townshi p, we presented our testinony; and we'll |et
that stand as it is.

As a concerned citizen nyself, | live on a
farmin the mddle of the Township; and the
Pecunmsaugum Creek conmes right up the mddle of the
farm

Wth the discharge anounts -- of course, |
know you don't have control over the volunes -- what's
It going to do to the 100-year fl oodplain upstream --
not downstream -- upstreamfromthe discharge?

If it affects the 100-year fl oodpl ain,
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chances are good that ny cattle operation would be in
danger of nmaybe what you would call a toxic spill kind
of thing, excess waste in the water.

| f you approve this and it goes through, |
just want you to nmake sure that ny cattle operation
does not get affected by the 100-year floodplain if
that's an i ssue com ng backward on us in the m ddle of
t he townshi p.

We do drain a whol e bunch of acreage up in
that end of the township. W'd appreciate any
assi stance you could have in getting us naybe sone
kind of a general rule as to how nuch -- with the
proposed 1.25 mllion gallons per day, what that's
going to do to the volune backed up as we get spring
rains and creek flow and tile drains running into this
creek.

It's a big tributary. Wen the water cones
up, it cones up in a hurry; and there is a potenti al
for flood. W have sone 100-year fl oodpl ains just
half a mle fromny place right along the creek.

Pl ease | ook into things as you go forward
with the floodplain and access backwards up the creek
fromthe proposed mne. Wth that, | thank you for

your hearing and the chance to speak on behal f of
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concerned citizens and nyself.

HEARI NG OFFI CER STUDER:  Thank you. Norm
Dudek, and he'll be followed by Dan Eiten.

Let ne raise the m crophone. Is that
better? |Is that okay now?

MR, DUDEK: My nane is Norm Dudek,
D-u-d-e-k. | have lived in the area for 80 sone
years; and, of course, |I'mvery proud of it. | have
bel onged to the Chanber for probably 45 years and
worked with the aesthetics of the area and so forth
and maintaining it and tourism

| am concerned with -- and | don't quite
understand the mllion and a half gallons -- or
mllion and a quarter -- of water each day being
punped fromthe aquifer. |s that each day?

When you speak of recycling and so forth in
t he sedi ment ponds, how nuch of that is recycled; or
Is that actually a utilization of 125- or 250, 000 of
fresh water each day?

MR. GOVE: That's a conbination of pit
punpage from groundwat er seepage into the pit. They
do have to dewater at a certain point. So it's a
conbi nati on of groundwat er seepage, stormwater that's

been accunulated in the pit, as well as process water.
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It's not all process water, but it equates to about
200 gall ons per m nute.
MR, DUDEK: Wbuld you say then that 1
mllion 250 thousand is being dispensed into the
rivers or the Pecunsaugum and so forth each day
i ncl udi ng groundwat er ?
MR. GOVE: That's accurate.
MR, DUDEK: Ckay. Well, | live about half a

mle fromthe pit. M concernis -- we have great
water and so forth. W have the sand mne to the east
of us, which is probably less than a half a mle and
then dowmn in Uica. W have enjoyed great water. W
are able to hook up to Utica if we so desire; but at
this particular tinme, I wouldn't want any part of it
because of its contam nation and problens that they
have had. | would like to retain the quality of our
wat er .

| would prefer, rather than the Conpany
itself nmonitoring this water and so forth, that it
woul d be an outside source that woul d cone and i nspect
and draw that water for its inspection or -- what do
you want to say -- determning what its content is.

My other concern is that, with the fl oods

that we have periodically and with the di spensing of
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this mllion and a quarter gallons of water during the
fl ood season, what happens in that case? 1|s there any
provi sions made to withhold that water until such a
time that the flood or the waters have receded.

If they don't and they continue to di spose
of this water, at that tinme does that nean that we
have to put up with a flooding condition for another
two or three days? O does it just go up another foot
or whatever? That's another concern that | have.

VWho will be nonitoring the aquifer? How do
we determne that, to knowif our wells and water and
so forth are being preserved for future generations?

Wth the 42 mnes and pits that we have in
the area, has any consideration been given to a water
reclamation facility?

|'ve conme through this area where our rivers
have been polluted with the Chicago waste water -- our
streans and so forth. And it gives ne a great deal of
pl easure to state at this particular tinme and in ny
lifetine to be able to see sonme headway that we have
achieved in those years.

Now | feel that we have beckoni ng at our
doorstep to go backwards again with our canals and

with our roads and so forth.
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Therefore, |
be given to all
m nes to have a water
cities, and we can do
our areas and streans

busi ness,

preserve all

Thank you.
HEARI NG OFFI

He' | |
MR ElI TEN:

of the up and com ng or

such as wth all

hi ghly recommend consi derati on

recl amati on.
it for Chicago.
cl ear.

of the other

t hat have been i nposed to keep our country safe and

of our water for future generations.

CER STUDER:

be foll owed by Ednund Thor nt on.

My nanme is Dan Eiten,
if o

proposed frac
We can do it for
We shoul d keep
That's the cost of doing

regul ations

Dan Eiten is up.

E-1-t-e-n.

l'd like to start,

could, by sharing a

few photos with the fol ks on the EPA

HEARI NG OFFI CER STUDER: If you want us to

consi der these, you would have to | eave them as an

exhibit in the record.

MR. EITEN. No problem

HEARI NG OFFI CER STUDER: Ckay. Pl ease give

sone background on them

MR EITEN |
on the back for your record, but
t hem

| believe the one that

did do sone chi cken scratches

"1l run you through

M. Koch is | ooking
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at shows the damage to the Illinois & M chigan Canal
Trail that happened back in md April of |ast year. A
portion of the Illinois & M chigan Canal Trail was
conpl etely destroyed subsequent to heavy rain and

f1 oodi ng.

| f you take a | ook at the other picture,
that shows the bridge on the I & M Canal Trail that
goes over Pecunsaugum Creek. That bridge was
obstructed by sone deadfall and al so a consi derable
anmount of gravel that you see on the |eft-hand side of
the picture. That gravel was never there before. You
can conpletely wal k across the canal. It had
previously been full of water.

So | guess, in reading the draft permt -- |
read the draft permt, and absent fromthe permt is
any nention of the Illinois & M chigan Canal or the
Trail. So what | would |ike folks on the Illinois EPA
to consider in the draft is: Wat could be done to
decrease the |ikelihood of that happening agai n?

You made nention of increased water flow, of
course, and siltation. |If that happened |ast year, |
woul d certainly believe that, if this permt goes
t hrough and they start draining into Pecunsaugum

Creek, that that would be nore likely to happen in the
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| guess what | would like to do is ask that
the Illinois EPA consider the Illinois & M chi gan

Canal Trail before they potentially permt the mne to
drain to Pecunsaugum Cr eek.

| guess | would like to ask a question. |If
sonmething like this were to happen a few years down
the road, if the mine is permtted to drain into
Pecunsaugum Cr eek, how woul d that be handl ed? Wuld
the mne be "on the hook," so to speak? Wuld they
have to take steps to prevent that from happening?
How m ght that be handl ed?

MR, GOVE: | believe your question falls
under the category of water quantity, which the Agency
does not regulate. As far as finding who caused the
damage or whatnot, we'd have to look into that and get
you a better answer.

MR EITEN. | think it's also a question of
siltation. That was nmentioned a few tinmes and
potential disturbance to the water, which could
I ncrease, you know, siltation. |[It's obviously already
happeni ng.

MR. GOVE: Thank you.

MR. EITEN. Thank you.
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HEARI NG OFFI CER STUDER. | will go ahead and
enter those two photographs into the record as Exhibit
175.

Next is Edmund Thornton. He'll be foll owed
by Ri ck Col eman.

MR, THORNTON: Thank you. M. Chairmn, ny
name i s Ednmund Thornton, T-h-o-r-n-t-o-n. | reside at
1415 US 6 East, Ot awa.

My concerns, in a rather ranbling fashion
this evening, have been brought up by the many
spokesnmen or spokespersons for the petition; so | wll
not enunerate those in any detail. But | wll say
that | have served as the President and Chief
Executive O ficer of OGtawa Silica Conpany for a
period of sonme 25, 27 years. The current owner is now
US Silica. That's a termyou probably are famli ar
wi t h.

| amextrenely famliar with silica mning
in this county. M grandfather started the m ning
process here in 1900, and it has gone through three
generations. Mning is a very mgjor, significant
econom c factor to the econony of our county.

It has suddenly booned into public awareness

because of market circunstances generated by the need
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for the oil and gas econony in the Western United
States and in Pennsylvania, Onhio, and so forth.

Quite apart fromthat fact, | al so have
served as Chairman of the IIlinois M chigan Canal
Heritage Corridor Conm ssion.

|"'mvery famliar with both the econony and
the fl owage of that river, of that stream It's a
highly volatile stream |t drains a great portion of
this part of central LaSalle County, far beyond the
site of this proposed sand mne. It goes far north.
Many farnms, probably -- | don't have the figures, but
iIt's probably several hundred acres, at least. It may
be | arger.

But in any case, | would hope that the
Agency w Il | ook at the drainage pattern of the
Pecumsaugum Creek. It's not a snmall dendritic stream
that cones tine and again and drains away and dries up
and is gone. It has booned down through that canyon
and flooded up the I & M Canal, backed up water as far
as Utica, and certainly blown out the canal so bad
several tinmes over the last 15 to 20 years, al npbst on
a predictabl e basis.

The concern | guess | have is the vol une of

water that's going to be dunped into the Pecunsaugum
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Creek. It's a natural drainage. It goes back for
hundr eds and t housands of years, perhaps -- hundreds
certainly.
As an econom c inpact, it was the major
feeder to the I & M Canal when the Canal was a
historic waterway. |It's been silted up; so it's no

| onger a viable waterway. But putting a mllion
250, 000 additional gallons a day into that stream
particularly given the unpredictable nature of the
stream and the circunstances of high water, which is
usually in the spring or the fall of the year -- those
are when the unpredictable heavy rainfall hits this
part of northern Illinois. Any of you who are farners
or property owners know the inpact of those unexpected
del uges.

| guess the question | would have -- and |
woul d respectfully defer to the Chairman and the
commttee here, the Conm ssion, the Agency -- has
there been an effort to determ ne whether the
Applicant has designed and built into its processing
operation sufficient reserve capacity for when you
have an extreme high water flooding comng in fromthe
natural flow of the Pecunsaugun? Are there sufficient

retaining basins drawn into the design of the plan?
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Now, | know it's not necessarily an EPA
concern. |It's a design and engi neering question. But

havi ng been involved with mning in the Gtawa area,
it's terribly inportant to be able to have sufficient
what we call "overfl ow basins" or capacity such that
you can take an extraordi nary unantici pated natural

fl owage as well as your own denmands. |It's a matter of
desi gn and cor porate pl anni ng.

The streamitself is certainly able to
handl e the vol une under nornmal conditions. But, again
-- and it's been raised by other persons -- the
quality of the discharge and the volune of the
di scharge are two of the nmjor concerns that | have.

Again, | thank you for your attention.

HEARI NG OFFI CER STUDER: Thank you. Rick
Coleman, is he here? M. Coleman is comng to the
m crophone. Tom Walsh wll follow M. Col eman

MR. COLEMAN. Rich Col eman, Co-l-e-ma-n.

|'"d like to thank M. Thornton first. He is
very involved and has been in the silica mning, as he
stated, for years. H's words were wonderful. | hope
you |istened because he is a man that knows from his
experi ence.

| live north of Uica, in Waltham Townshi p.
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The Pecunsaugum Creek goes right through our farm
grew up hunting and fishing and ice skating and all
that on the creek. The creek, as | said, goes right
through our farm W're not able to farmthe | and
around the creek because it does fl ood.

Ri ght next to ne is also the KOA Canpground.
The KOA canpground floods four or five tines a year
because of the floodi ng downstream and heavy rains
that we receive. O course, our concern is wth the
di schar ge.

| f you add up the 1.25 mllion gallons per

day, it cones out to 500 mlIlion gallons of water per
year. | amnot a hydrol ogi st or an engi neer, but |
thi nk that possibly 500 mllion gallons of water into

that stream woul d cause the water level to raise
sonmewhat .

Wth the rains that we've had in the | ast
few years, rains that we're told only happen once
every hundred years but have been happeni ng every
coupl e of years, we've had washouts of the | & M

| have grown into a conpetitive runner and
cyclist. | spend three to five days a week on the
| & M |'ve witnessed the | ack of engineering that

has gone on to try and control these things. The |IDNR

312.236.6936

877.653.6736
Fax 312.236.6968 JENSEN

www.jensenlitigation.com Litigation Solutions



© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 00 N O O M W N L O

Quality Sand Products, LLC
Public Hearing - 06/17/2014 Page 47

tells us they don't have the noney to fix it. The
washout east of Utica has been washed out probably
five of the |last seven years. They can't fix it.

The wash out that Dan Eiten spoke about, it
was washed out for nonths. The |ocal running clubs,
bi ki ng clubs could not participate in their usual runs
on it.

It is a state park. That state park cannot
be repaired if it washes out one tine. It was
repaired | ast year to be able to run the Canal
Connection 10K race in Novenber because of the
pressure that the |ocal running group put on the State
to fix it.

| spend a lot of tinme on the towath. | go
to Uica, and | stop and | ook at famlies going out to
bi ke and to run. Last sumer there was a famly
taking their bikes off their cars. W went over and
asked them "What are you doing?" They told us: "W
are going for a bike ride." | said, "You can't; the
path is cl osed and washed out."

They said, "W'll go the other direction.™

| said: "You can't; it's washed out."
They said, "Well, why?" | said, "Because
this is Illinois, and we can't fix anything. The IDNR
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says we can't fix it."

That is local tourism That is dollars.

That is businesses in Uica that wll not get famlies
to cone back and ride their bikes and participate in
runni ng, wal ki ng, and hi ki ng because the towpath is
washed out. Those people will go to Murris. They'll
go to Seneca. They'll go to Channahon.

If this creek has now a greater potential to
wash out and damage a state park, that is going to
take |l ocal dollars away from businesses. It is damage
to a state park that now taxpayers in Illinois have to
repair that was caused by a private business. That is
wrong. That is conpletely wong.

We shoul d not be burdened to have to repair
a state trail because a private business and 500
mllion gallons of water a year to a small creek
caused a washout that can't be fixed. | hope you take
that into consideration.

| don't know what can be done. | believe
Quality Sands to be partially responsible for this
sonehow, whether it be engineering, nore studies, nore
time to see what we can do on it.

Thank you very nuch for your tine.

HEARI NG OFFI CER STUDER: Tom VWl sh?
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M. Walsh will be foll owed by Mark Bernabei .

MR WALSH: Tom Wal sh, Wa-I-s-h.

My famly is a | andowner in WAltham Townshi p
and has great concerns over the situation.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Speak | ouder, pl ease.

HEARI NG OFFI CER STUDER: Speak into the
m cr ophone.

MR. WALSH. Sone of ny questions are: Are
| evel s of radiumthat would be released into the deep
water wells as a result of using that type of well
water -- is that going to be nonitored in any way
before it's released into the river?

MR GOVE: Wth regard to radium there are
no plans to require nonitoring of radium

MR, WALSH: Is it understood that there's
quite a high level of contamnation in this area where
there is concerns by many of the cities that have to
actual ly have processing done prior to the tinme that
the water is used on a potable basis?

MR GOVE: We'll note the concerns of radium
and | ook into that.

MR. WALSH. Ckay. Another thing is how the
radi um gasses nay be rel eased at the sane tine as a

result of that. Wether or not that would | each over

312.236.6936
877.653.6736

Fax

312.236.6968 JENSEN

www.jensenlitigation.com

Page 49

Litigation Solutions



© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 00 N O O M W N L O

Quality Sand Products, LLC

Public Hearing - 06/17/2014 Page 50

and contam nate the water, | don't know. Those are
guestions | had.

|s there any |l evel of capacity del uge-w se
put on by your agency in relationship to the retention
pits or ponds that are going to used by this conpany?

MR GOVE: Are you asking if we require a
certain capacity to be there?

MR. WALSH. Right.

MR. GOVE: Basically, we get the
application; and whatever they propose as a capacity,
we use our best engineering judgnent to determ ne
whet her or not it's sufficient.

MR. WALSH. So there is no standard then?

MR. GOVE: There is no standard.

MR. WALSH. \What has been established for
this | ocation?

MR. GOVE: Pond capacity-w se?

MR WALSH. Right.

MR. GOVE: Approximately ten acres of pond
capacity, four different ponds that wll receive storm
wat er runoff and groundwat er punpage.

MR, WALSH. And that will, according to
cal cul ations --

MR. GOVE: They are sedinentation ponds; so
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we anticipate they wll neet the water quality
standards for total suspended solids.

MR WALSH. | don't nmean to be repetitive;
but back to the 100-year flood concept, where are we
standing on that? Has that been given consideration
as far as the downstreamflow is concerned off the
Pecunsaugunt?

MR. GOVE: Right. The Illinois EPA doesn't

have authority regarding fl oodways or fl oodpl ain
prot ection.

MR. WALSH: Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER STUDER  Thank you,
M. Walsh. It is Mark Bernabei, to be foll owed by
Bruce Markwal ter.

MR. BERNABEI: M nane is Mark Bernabei,
B-e-r-n-a-b-e-i.

HEARI NG OFFI CER STUDER: Can you step
forward to the m crophone.

MR. BERNABEI: Sure. | apol ogize.

My famly owns a farmin Section 16 of Utica
Townshi p. Sone of our concerns that we have are with
outflow water. If it enters Cark Run, which bisects
the famly farm we're concerned that floccul ants

could end up on the famly's farmand that, over tine,
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a collection of flocculants could cause a potenti al
flocculant pollution on the site.

|f we ever needed to mne the property, sone
of our concerns are: |If we mne the silica underneath
that site, we would not want sonebody el se's
floccul ants ending up on our property. Wen we use
flocculants ourself, potentially, in our mning
process, we would not want the flocculants that we
didn't put there, fromsone other source that was
permtted by the | EPA regarding this pit, ending up on
our property and in our discharge that we woul d have
to deal wth.

| "' m sure anybody el se downstream woul d have
the sanme concerns if they were here tonight.

|'"'mgoing to give comments and questi ons.
Pl ease bear with nme because | have sone erratic flow
her e.

A question is: If a petrol eum storage tank
woul d becone conprom sed on the mning site, would
out fl ow punpi ng be i medi ately stopped until there was
remedi ati on regardi ng a conprom sed structure that
hel d any petroleum material on the site, whether it
was hydraulic fluid, diesel fluid, gasoline, so on and

so forth.
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| don't want to beat a dead horse here, but
back wth what Ednund Thornton was discussing: Wuld
any outflow be allowed during a rain event or flood
event ?

My famly is highly concerned about that as
wel | as anybody who is farm ng down there. |f the
outflowis not stored on the site, then would it be
becom ng part of these flood waters, increasing the
fl ooding of our properties down in the Illinois River
Basi n?

W would ask if it's at all possible
engi neering-w se to control the outflow from bei ng
di scharged during a rain event, prior to that rain
event, during the rain event, and after the rain event
until 1t could be released appropriately where it
woul d not affect the flooding of Illinois farm ground
or potential mnes that are downstream

W do not want to be used as a toilet bow
for this mning site or any other mning site that may
be permtted in the future, and we believe that the
m ni ng operation should have a design capacity to
store their outflow until the flood waters recede.

If the outflowis allowed to enter Cark's

Run via the Illinois Mchigan Canal -- to enter that,
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It would have to flow easterly fromthe Pecunsaugum - -
for this Cark's Run that bisects ny famly's
property, we would ask that the Applicant pay for

wat er testing to be done on our site and the portion
of Cark's Run that would ultimately have their
outfl ow di scharge waters crossing our property before
it goes into the Illinois River.

W' re al so concerned about how nmuch fine
silica particles will be in the outflow WII they be
deposited in a flood event onto our property or,

t hrough the use of the canal, onto Cark's Run, which
enters our property?

W do not want to have fine silica particles
entering the farmground where we're doing tillage and
potentially breathing the dust. And we do not want
peopl e surroundi ng us breathing fine silica dust
particles that got put onto our property by a m ning
source ot her than oursel ves.

We're al so concerned about fine silica
particles ending up in the Illinois R ver dredge
material, specifically the OGtawa and the LaSall e
pools. Taxpayers across the nation pay to have the
II'linois River dredged with the help of the Arnmy Corp.

| f you' ve ever seen dredge material, it's full of
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shiny particle silica. W do not want to see nore of
that added to there.

And, finally, we would like to see if
there's any radiumthat's in this. W believe that
t hey should be using a water treatnent facility,
preferably | ocated on their owm site, to treat the
water to renove the radium and renove these fine
silica particles.

| know the engi neering exists to put out
better water in that outflow than is intended by the
Applicant in this permt. 1|'d ask that you honor us
by follow ng through with the request to have this
wat er treated. Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER STUDER: Thank you. Next up
Is Bruce Markwalter. He'll be followed by Audrey
Fi sher.

MR. MARKWALTER: My nane is Bruce
Mar kwal ter, Ma-r-k-wa-I-t-e-r. I'mfromQtawa

| have a question. Sone of them have been
answered for nme. But nostly on the --

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Louder, please.

HEARI NG OFFI CER STUDER: | f you coul d
project into the mcrophone, it would hel p.

MR. MARKWALTER: The Illinois
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anti -degradation regul ations require the
identification and quantification of discharge waters.
My concern has to do with not only sedinentation or
effluent, but the type of polyners that woul d be used
in the flocculation. Can you describe the floccul ants
and the brand nane?

MR KOCH. | have to | ook through ny files
really quick. There are three polyners proposed to be
used that are produced by Cear Water Industries. |
do know that one of these is designed to be potable
grade, which essentially neans that you can use the
product in drinking water.

These products are used throughout the state
to produce clean drinking water. These products do
contain acrylamde. | know there's a |lot of concern
over the acrylam de; but the EPA and Illinois EPA we
do have a maxi mum contam nant |evel for acrylam de
that this potable grade product would neet. |If this
were to be used for drinking water, that would be a
concern.

But the actual products are Cear Water
| ndustries CW\B4V, CW3H, and CW6PWG

MR, MARKWALTER: My followup to that then

Is: The MSDS sheets tal k about any type of biol ogical
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hazard. The concentration |evels that you'll be
working with is 1.25 parts per mllion; is that
correct?

MR KOCH: Correct.

MR, MARKWALTER: The effluents that cone out
interns of the silt are very fine grain. Is it a
cocktail of these three that is used to renove
suspended sol i ds?

MR, KOCH: \Whenever there's a new facility,
t hey propose a handful of different products. They
like to test the products out to see which ones
produce the nost favorable results. They do not use
t hese chem cal s in conbi nati ons.

Essentially they are all on site right now.
They're going to test the products. They are going to
find out which one works best, and that's the product
they will go forward w th.

MR. MARKWALTER: At what juncture will you
know that, since testing hasn't been done yet
apparent|y?

MR KOCH. It's not required to notify us of
whi ch product is going to be used.

| personally reviewed each of these products

during the anti-degradati on assessnent review peri od.
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Al'l of the products are believed to be safe.

Al so, one product is a potable grade pol yner
that can be used in drinking water supplies. The
creek itself is not used for drinking water; so |
necessarily didn't focus on the drinking water.

MR. MARKWALTER: Again, back to the MSDS
sheets on those. W see that the toxicity |evels of
those products are enhanced wth decreased pH | evel,
nmore acidity. |Is that to your understanding in your
revi ew of those docunents?

MR. KOCH. | would have to go back and
revi ew t hose again.

MR. MARKWALTER: Less than 6.5. | see in
the application that you' re not anticipating pH |levels
bel ow the acid |l evel of 6.5 pH?

MR, KOCH. That's correct. The permt would
have a limt that would nonitor pH 6.5 would be the
| onest the pH could be discharged at.

MR. MARKWALTER: The last thing | wanted to
follow up with is the total suspended solids. Are you
aware of the quantity right now of the total suspended
solids in the headwaters of the creek?

MR, KOCH. | nentioned this before. |In the

stream survey, they collected sone water quality data.
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Total suspended solids was one of the things they
| ooked at. | don't recall what it was, and | don't
have that docunment in front of ne right now

What | can say is: W do not have a water
quality standard for total suspended solids. The
ef fluent standards applied at all industries and
muni ci palities throughout the state are deened to be
protective of aquatic life. So providing that they
neet their total suspended solids limts with their
di scharge, there will be no inpact on the creek.

MR. MARKWALTER: So ny reconmmendati on then
for the IEPA in this application would be to focus on
the total suspended solids, that whatever the
concentration of total suspended solids are in the
current creek would be the maxi num di scharge t hat
coul d be achi eved.

Thank you very nuch.

HEARI NG OFFI CER STUDER: Thank you. Next up
I's Audrey Fisher.

M5. FISCHER: My nane is Audrey Fischer.
am Presi dent of the Chicago Astronom cal Society,
trained by Al Gore for Cimate Reality Leadership
Corps. |I'malso part of the International Dark Sky

Association. |I'malso part of Chicago Conservation

312.236.6936

877.653.6736
Fax 312.236.6968 JENSEN

www.jensenlitigation.com Litigation Solutions



© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 00 N O O M W N L O

Quality Sand Products, LLC

Public Hearing - 06/17/2014 Page 60

Corps. One of my nost inportant roles is astronony
nmerit badge counsel or for the Boy Scouts. | amalso
founder of One Star at a Tine/d obal Star Park

Net wor k, which is endorsed by the United Nations.

It just so happens that Starved Rock is
bel oved by a lot of people in Illinois. It's also
registered as a Star Park in the dobal Star Park
Network. One of ny nost inportant roles with
Chi cago' s Astronom cal Society was to expose the
public and kids especially to the starry night sky.

It just so happens that we are | osing the
ni ght sky across Illinois at an exponential pace.
It's not just Illinois. [It's throughout the world.
The National Park Service predicts that, by 2025, 90
percent of people in the contiguous United States w |
never see starlight even once in their lifetine, which
Is really sad because it's so preventabl e.

It's strictly understanding the basics of
l'ight pollution |laws. When you choose your I|ighting,
you nmake sure it's not pointed upwards, it's not in a
hi gh-bl ue spectrum and it doesn't trespass out of
your property |ines.

|"m from Chicago, and I'mbattling with the

mayor right now We're actually trying to put
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together a lighting franework plan to dramatically
reduce the world' s light pollution so that it won't
trespass and add sky glow that's visible all the way
from here.

But it's nore than that. It turns out that
-- at the beginning, | didn't want to believe it. |'m
a 40-year cancer survivor. | didn't want to believe
it. | just fought it. | said, "It can't be true, and

|"mgoing to prove you wong," when sonebody told ne
that |ight pollution actually causes cancer.

| said, "Don't even spread stuff |ike that
because | know for a fact that when you have cancer,
your mnd has to be totally focused on recovery. You
don't want to be distracted trying to run down a wld
goose chase. You need to focus on recovery." So |
said on this online forum "I'mgoing to prove you
wrong. How dare you say that."

| went to synposiuns. | went out of state
to do this on ny own nickel. |It's all volunteer work.
But it turns out that |I've net all the top researchers
in the world for circadian disruption, and it's true.
Every research anal ysis says the sane thing. Light

pol lution increases the rate dramatically, double

digits.
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HEARI NG OFFI CER STUDER: Do we have an issue
that's related to water here? This is regarding the
wat er discharge permt. That's what's relevant in
this. | don't nean to be rude, but | do want to try
and stay on track here.

M5. FI SCHER: Okay. | thought we were
tal ki ng about -- | have to apol ogize. | thought we
were tal king about the Environnental Protection Agency
and that you woul d be concerned about the Iight
pollution that this --

HEARI NG OFFI CER STUDER: Excuse nme. Even if
we are concerned about |ight pollution, this hearing
deals -- and the only thing that is relevant in this
hearing is dealing with water pollution control issues
associated with this m ne.

So unl ess you have an issue -- you can go on
forever, but I'mnot going to allow you to continue to
go on issues that are not going to be considered by us
I n our decision.

M5. FISCHER: Okay. | w Il apologize
because | didn't realize that it was water only.

| am extrenely concerned that, literally
from one busi ness al one, that they woul d dare use

mllions of gallons of water and take it away from
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future generations even if they have every perfect
right todoit. Is it really the right thing to do?
What about future generations?

What about the climate reality nessage
that's going out to everybody? W are definitely in a
climate change. W don't know what's goi ng to happen.
We're going to have nore storns, higher intensity.

W' re going to have -- we have an expl odi ng

popul ation. W' re going to have to feed people with
| ess, and here we're giving away farnl and and
everything el se.

So, yeah, I'mworried about the water; but,
agai n, | apol ogi ze.

HEARI NG OFFI CER STUDER: That's quite all
right. It's not uncommon in hearings to have issues
brought up that can't be consi dered.

| f you have witten comments that you woul d
like to file, we'll accept those in the record. W'l]|
also be willing to -- I'll talk to our staff and see
what we have as far as a response to the issue you
brought up regarding |ight pollution.

M5. FI SCHER: Thank you very much.

HEARI NG OFFI CER STUDER  That concl udes

those that have registered to speak this evening. |Is
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there anyone in the roomthat has not spoken this
eveni ng that has a comment they would |ike to nmake on
t he record?

Sir, cone forward to the m crophone, and
pl ease state your nanme and spell your |ast nane for
the record.

MR, KASAP: M ke Kasap, K-a-s-a-p, LaSalle
County Board District 12. | currently represent that
particul ar area of the Pecunsaugum Creek where the
di scharge is going to be.

My concern is that the City of LaSalle well
field is currently downstream of the discharge area.
W are definitely aware of the fact that, if the
di scharge rate increases and if there m ght be any
contam nati on of any type whatsoever, it could affect
the quality of water that the Gty of LaSalle uses
because we only have 50 foot wells.

Just a point of information. And | can
forward any other information that | have avail able
for you so that you m ght consider or take a | ook at
what actual statutes are in place to govern the
di scharge rates and the actual contam nation
possibility or the actual water available for the

citizens of LaSalle. Approximtely 12,000 people
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woul d use that water service. Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER STUDER: Thank you. Is
there anyone else in the roomthat has not spoken this
evening that would |ike to nmake comments on the
record?

(No response.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER STUDER: Let the record
I ndi cate no one raised their hand.

The next issue: Are there those that have
spoken that have an additional comrent they would |ike
to make on the record?

W have one. |s there anyone else? W have
two. W have two people. |Is there anyone el se? The
reason |'masking that is: [It's warmin here.
Everyone has been extrenely patient. | appreciate
everyone's patience this evening. | wll adjourn this
heari ng once those two people -- we have a third
person. kay, that's three.

"Il go one, two, three. Once that's done,
then I wll go ahead and adjourn the hearing. The
first person, if you would cone forward. Since we are
now in the repeat comment stage, | would ask that you
try and hold your comments to no nore than two

m nut es.
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MR. DUDEK: There was one aspect that | had
forgotten about, and it is one of ny major concerns as
a | andowner out there.

Has there been any consideration taken to
all of the tile and so forth that perhaps wll be
affected by these pits? Are they going to be rerouted
to handl e the groundwater and so forth?

| would like for that to be on the record,
to maintain those. There are nunerous tile fields
that are out there now.

HEARI NG OFFI CER STUDER: Thank you.

M5. FI SCHER: One qui ck question regarding
the anobunt of water. Does the Corporation have to
di scl ose how nuch water they use in advance? And do
they have to report to anybody on a nonthly or a
yearly basis?

MR. GOVE: |s your question about how much
they use in the process or how nmuch they di scharge?

M5. FI SCHER:  Bot h.

MR. GOVE: There's no requirenment for them
to tell us how nuch they use from groundwat er sources
or city sources, but there is a requirenent for them
to report nonthly the amount of flow that's being

generated fromthe facility to the waters.
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M5. FISCHER: | think, years ago, when that
rule was nade, nobody in their w | dest dreans woul d
think that a corporation would use a mllion or maybe,

over the lifetime of a project, a half a billion
gal l ons of water.

HEARI NG OFFI CER STUDER: The issue isn't so
much what they use. The issue is the permt is a
| egal instrunent. W have to have a | egal basis for
what goes into that permt. |If you can supply a |egal
basis fromthe Environnental Protection Act or sone
ot her source that's under our purview, we'll gladly
| ook at it.

M5. FI SCHER: Wbhuld the docunent fromthe
Uni ted Nations work?

HEARI NG OFFI CER STUDER: Probably not.

M5. FISCHER: No? They have a speci al
program about water for |ife.

HEARI NG OFFI CER STUDER: Thank you.

M5. JORDAN: |'mactually nmaking these
addi tional questions and comments on behal f of Colleen
Smith fromthe Sierra Cub because she had to | eave.

Her question is: Are there any
specifications for lining of the sedinentation basins?

MR QGOVE: No, there is not.

312.236.6936
877.653.6736

Fax

312.236.6968 JENSEN

www.jensenlitigation.com

Litigation Solutions



© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 00 N O O M W N L O

Quality Sand Products, LLC

Public Hearing - 06/17/2014 Page 68

M5. JORDAN:. Her comments are: The
frequency of nonitoring for TSS, pH, iron, nickel, and
zinc should be increased to at | east twi ce per nonth
due to sensitivity of nussels.

And, finally, the permt should have added
to it the language that is standard in many NPDES
permts requiring that effluent not contribute to
viol ations of water quality standards. Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER STUDER: Thank you. | want
to rem nd everyone that the hearing record in this
matter will remain open until the 2nd of July. W'l
be accepting witten comments through that date.

| want to just very briefly tell you that we
will also respond to the issues that were rai sed at
this hearing and that have been raised in the record
both before this hearing and those that will cone in
I n post hearing comments in a witten responsi veness
summary. That witten responsiveness sumary wll be
made available at the tinme that we nmake a final
decision on this permt application.

| thank you all for your attendance here
this evening, especially comng out on this warm
hum d evening. This hearing is adjourned. Thank you.

(Hearing concluded at 7:40 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

I, BRENDA L. ZEITLER, a Certified Shorthand
Reporter and Regi stered Professional Reporter within
and for the State of Illinois, do hereby certify that
t he above hearing regardi ng New Pol | utant Di scharge
Eli mnation System Permt No. |1L0080047 for Applicant
Qual ity Sand Products was stenographically taken on
June 17, 2014, by ne to the best of ny ability and
thereafter reduced to typewiting; that I am neither
counsel for, related to, nor enployed by any of the
parties to the Application for said Permt; and,
further, that | amnot a relative or enployee of any
attorney or counsel enployed by the parties thereto,

nor financially or otherwi se interested in the outcone

Brnda A Z5t

Brenda L. Zeitler, CSR-RPR
[11inois License No. 084-004062

of the Application.
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before ne this 24th day
of June 2014.
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