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Green Infrastructure Grant Opportunities (GIGO)
Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFOs)

GIGO Purpose

• Implement Green Infrastructure BMPs to       
Reduce Stormwater Runoff to                        
Reduce Flooding to                                           
Protect Illinois’ rivers, streams, and lakes

o Reconnection of a stream with its floodplain
o Stormwater treatment & control 

 directly upstream or downstream of an impervious area that currently impacts a 
water of Illinois

 from impervious surfaces associated with existing development

• Project can be on public and/or private land

Know the 
mission of the 
NOFO!
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Eligibility

• Expected Applicants (can legally accept $ from the State)
o Municipalities, Sanitary Districts, Park Districts, Watershed Groups and Other Non-Profit 

Groups that pre-register through the GATA Portal

• LIMITED to Installation of BMPs and some design costs 
• (15% of Total Eligible BMP Project Cost or $50,000 whichever is less)

o Floodplain Reconnections (two-stage ditch, daylighting, levee retrofit)

o Porous/Permeable Pavements 

o (Bio)Infiltration/Retention (Basins/Trenches/Bio-swales)

o Wetland Creation and/or Restoration

o Watershed-wide Projects (multiple smaller BMPs)

o Downspout and Illicit Inflow Disconnections

• Reimbursement Program

• 25 % Match Required (15%  in Disadvantaged areas)

GI keeps the water 
where it falls!

Green Infrastructure Opportunities
Applications due by October 18, 2023, Noon
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GIGO

(Graphic courtesy of Brittany Hanrahan)

Location Statewide, to reduce localized and riverine 
flooding to protect Illinois rivers, streams and 
lakes

Grant Range $75,000‐$2.5 million

Maximum Grant $2.5 million

Minimum Match 25% (15% for disadvantaged communities)

Project Length Normally 24 months

Eligible Projects BMP implementation with limited design costs

Practices Single BMP, treatment train or watershed‐wide 
projects

Design Costs Up to $50,000, or 15% of total construction 
costs, whichever is less
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What to Expect if Funded

• Financial Assistance Agreement
o GATA Management throughout agreement 

period
o Product Development
 Designs & Engineering and Permits
 10 year - Operation and Maintenance Plan
 BMP Form
 Volume & Pollutant Load Reduction 

Calculations
 BMP Implementation AFTER Design Approval
 Quarterly Reporting (GATA PPR & PFR)
 Invoicing 
 Final Report w/photos

• Reimbursement of Eligible Costs

What is Green Infrastructure?
6

 Stormwater management technique or 
practice employed to capture, filter, or 
reduce runoff while also preserving, 
restoring, mimicking, or enhancing 
natural hydrology.

 Green Infrastructure includes:
 Use of soil and vegetation to promote 

percolation, evapotranspiration, and filtration;
 preservation and restoration of natural 

landscape features, such as forests, floodplains, 
headwaters, and wetlands; and

 rainwater harvesting for non-potable uses, such 
as toilet flushing and landscape irrigation.
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Examples of GIGO-Type Projects

Write as if the application reviewers know 
nothing!
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Two-Stage Ditch
8
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BioSwales
9

Permeable Pavement Roads & Parking Lots
10
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Wetlands
11

BMP Implementation  ~  Be Sure to...

 Secure Technical Assistance
 Know BMP Operation and Maintenance Needs
 Consider Upstream and Downstream of the Site   
 Secure Permits
 Consider Potential Secondary Benefits (habitat, flooding)
 Implement According to Designs 
 (although change happens!)

 Operate/Maintain the BMP Throughout its Lifespan
 Promote the BMPs to Family, Friends, Neighbors, People 

You do Know, People You Don’t Know...

Use the NOFO criterion 
when you do your final 
application review
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2021 GIGO – 11  Successful  Applicants
Right Place,  Right practice, Right Price

Eleven applications were recommended for funding last round

GIGO $ ranged from $83,500 – 2,460,000 (not in any order)

• Porous Pavement Roadway & Green Alleys (3)
• 30 acres wetland retrofit and 50 acres wetland creation
• Bioswales w/check dams, wetland retrofit, and daylighting (2)
• Pre-cast bioinfiltration system with rain garden and curb cuts
• Retrofit of dry basin into wet basin
• Two-stage ditch
• Retrofit parking lot with small detention basins
• Floodplain terrace reconnection w/stream daylighting

Use the NOFO criterion when 
you do your final application 
review
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2021 GIGO – 36 Unsuccessful Applications 
Wrong Place,  Wrong Practice,  Wrong price??? 

Good applications did NOT get funded!

Bad Applications did not get funded!  Reasons –
Applicant:

1. Missed the point of the GIGO Program

2. Didn’t sign the application documents

3. Didn’t provide enough information or the correct 
information

4. Included ineligible costs or had ‘expensive taste’

5. Included Operation & Maintenance as an after thought

6. Just not ‘ready’
Start on your application 
early!  Keep it simple.  
But tell us EVERYTHING!
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Illinois Office of Management and Budget 
Grant Accountability and Transparency Act (GATA). 

Applicants are submitted through the GATA portal!

If potential grantee is not already pre-qualified, start the process 
NOW!

grants.illinois.gov

Five pre-award requirements
1. Authentication 
2. Grantee Registration
3. Grantee Pre-qualification
4. Fiscal and Administrative Risk Assessment (ICQ)

15

Grant Application System

 Online application

 Integrated directly into GATA system

 Reduces opportunity for errors and missing 
information in applications

 Does not allow application submittal after the 
deadline (October 18, 2023, Noon)
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Step 1: Creating a New GATA Account

 Before anyone can apply, they need an account for their organization in 
the GATA Portal. 

 If you need to set up an account
 Go to https://grants.Illinois.gov/portal

 Click “Create Account”

 Fill in your information and click “Register”

17

The Portal
18
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Working on the application
19

 Individuals helping develop the application can get access to the application system with 
approval of the Applicant Organization 

 More than one person can work on the application

 Individuals can work on more than one application

 Individuals assisting multiple organizations with applications can work with any 
organization that grant access to their application

 More information is found at: 
https://gata.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/gata/documents/grantee-
links/grantee-portal-faq/HowToRestrictAccessToGranteePortalOrAmplifund.pdf

NOFO Example
20
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The Online Uniform Application
21

Uniform Grant Application: Same Information as Before
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If Information is Missing, It Will Not Let You Mark Complete   
Click on “Save” or “Save and Continue”

Save Often!

23

System Tracks Progress and Lets You Know When Sections are Complete
24
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Questions Requiring Longer Answers 
Let the Applicant Format Text! 
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Project Details Spreadsheet Required
You Download from the System, Complete then Upload

Download blank spreadsheet

Upload completed spreadsheet
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GIGO Additional Details Spreadsheets
27

GIGO Additional Details Spreadsheets
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Tools: Calculating Stormwater Volume Retention
29

USEPA Region 5 Pollutant Load Reduction Model

Region 5 Model for Estimating Pollutant Load Reductions 
| US EPA

You can use either PLET online tool or the STEPL spreadsheet. 
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Use Integrated Report App Tool to
Complete the Application

31

Integrated Report App: Stream Segments
32
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Integrated Report App: Available Information

 8, 10, and 12-digit Watersheds and Watershed Acres

 AUID stream codes

 Designated Use impairments

 Impairment causes

33

Environmental Justice Areas
34
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AmpliFund Budget Form
Create Line Items by Clicking on the “+” at Left of Categories

35

Fill in Budget Detail Items

This means “grant funded” 
or “GIGO-funded”
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Fill in Match Line Items

This means 
“local match”

37

Some Line Items Allow Attachments
38
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Check for Errors (listed in red) and Go Back and 
Adjust the  Budget or the Project Information

39

Budget is Complete When There are No Red Error Messages

Incomplete Complete
40
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Enter the Budget Summary Amounts into the 
Budget Tab of the Details Spreadsheet 

41

AmpliFund Identifies Corrections Needed
42
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Submitting the Application

 You must hit submit button to submit application!
 Do not wait until the last minute! 
 The submit button goes away at the deadline!

43

Once Submitted, You can Download a Copy 
Application Package for your Files
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Once it’s submitted, it can’t be changed, only withdrawn!
45

AmpliFund Help

 GATA Frequently Asked Questions may be found 
here: 
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/GATA/Grantee/Pages/Grantee
PortalFAQ.aspx

 E-mail the AmpliFund Support Desk at: support@il-
amplifund.zendesk.com
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AmpliFund Help

 Go to: https://il-amplifund.zendesk.com for technical resources as 
well as technical assistance (Requires an account).

47

Please Give Illinois EPA Feedback!

 We welcome any and all comments on the application process

 What changes/improvements would help you in the application 
process?

 Send comments to Jeff at jeffrey.edstrom@illinois.gov
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Questions?

Thank You! Christine Davis
Jeff Edstrom

Watershed Management Section
Illinois EPA, Bureau of Water

217.782.3362
christine.davis@illinois.gov

jeffrey.edstrom.@illinois.gov

Early Childhood Center – DuPage County
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