
Please wait... 
  
If this message is not eventually replaced by the proper contents of the document, your PDF 
viewer may not be able to display this type of document. 
  
You can upgrade to the latest version of Adobe Reader for Windows®, Mac, or Linux® by 
visiting  http://www.adobe.com/go/reader_download. 
  
For more assistance with Adobe Reader visit  http://www.adobe.com/go/acrreader. 
  
Windows is either a registered trademark or a trademark of Microsoft Corporation in the United States and/or other countries. Mac is a trademark 
of Apple Inc., registered in the United States and other countries. Linux is the registered trademark of Linus Torvalds in the U.S. and other 
countries.


IL 532-3009 WPC 761 Rev. 8/2023
Application for Certification as a Municipal Wastewater Treatment Works Operator
Page  of 
.\EPA logo B&W (no words).gif
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency
2520 West Iles Avenue
P.O. Box 19276
Springfield
Illinois
62794-9276 
(217) 782-3397
Application for Certification as a
Municipal Wastewater Treatment Works Operator
Instructions
If you have not taken the wastewater operator examination and received a passing grade for the same certification level for which you are applying (1, 2, 3, or 4), STOP - DO NOT complete or submit this application. If you do not have a passing score on the operator examination of competency, your application will be denied.Carefully read and complete all items. Incomplete applications will be denied.Applications not signed and initialed by the applicant and supervisor where indicated will be denied. If you have questions regarding this application or the certification process, please call (217) 785-0561 or email EPA.OperatorCertification@illinois.gov.Return completed applications to:Illinois Environmental Protection AgencyWastewater Operator Certification / BOW / CAS #192520 West Iles AvenueP.O. Box 19276Springfield, IL 62794-9276Review time of completed applications may take 90 days. Please do not inquire about the status of your application if it has been less than 90 days since submitting the application.
This Agency is authorized to request this information under 415 ILCS 5/13. Disclosure of this information is required under that Section. Failure to do so may prevent this form from being processed and could result in your application being denied.
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Application for Certification as a
Municipal Wastewater Treatment Works Operator
Applicant Information
Please read carefully and complete all items. Type or print legibly.
Heading
Education
Lack of completion of high school or GED will prevent certification as a wastewater operator.
Can you read and write English?
Are you a high school graduate?
If No, have you obtained a GED certificate?
Have you completed courses at a college, university, or trade school?
Have you obtained a 2-year college degree?
Have you obtained a 4-year college degree?
Have you completed any collection systems or wastewater treatment courses?
To receive credit for college, university, or trade school courses or degrees, you must submit a copy of transcripts, grade reports, or diplomas. To receive credit for wastewater treatment or collection systems courses, you must submit a copy of certificates of completion.
Current Wastewater Operator Experience
If not currently employed as a wastewater operator, leave this section blank.
Complete the following section as it relates to your current wastewater operations employment. If currently employed as a wastewater operator at more than one facility, fill out additional pages as needed. If you have had more than one position with the same employer, complete this section to reflect your present position only. Other positions must be considered as "Previous Employment" and appropriately listed as full-time, part-time, or contractual in the section for Previous Wastewater Operator Experience. Your specific job duties and responsibilities as a wastewater treatment works operator must be described in detail. Failure to specifically describe your job duties as a hands-on wastewater operator will result in your application being returned.
Dates of Employment at this Facility / Job Title:
Employment:
Do you have a wastewater contract approved by the Illinois EPA?
What Group Level of treatment do you operate?
What is the Design Average Flow (DAF) of the facility where you are currently employed?
To help determine your level of hands-on experience, please complete the table below by checking the column that best describes your level of experience with the activity listed.
Level of Experience
Activity
None
I perform and/or assist others with
this activity on a part-time basis
I routinely perform 
this activity on a full-time basis
Previous Wastewater Operator Experience
If not previously employed as a wastewater operator, leave this section blank.
Complete the following section as it relates to your past wastewater operations employment. If you have had more than one position with this same employer, complete this section to reflect your past positions only. Past positions with the same employer must be considered as "Previous Employment" and appropriately listed as full-time, part-time, or contractual in this section for Previous Wastewater Operator Experience. Your specific job duties and responsibilities as a wastewater treatment works operator must be described in detail. Failure to specifically describe your job duties as a hands-on wastewater operator will result in your application being returned.
Dates of Employment at this Facility / Job Title:
Employment:
Do you have a wastewater contract approved by the Illinois EPA?
What Group Level of treatment do you operate?
What is the Design Average Flow (DAF) of the facility where you were previously employed?
To help determine your level of hands-on experience, please complete the table below by checking the column that best describes your level of experience with the activity listed.
Level of Experience
Activity
None
I performed and/or assisted others with
this activity on a part-time basis
I routinely performed 
this activity on a full-time basis
Collection System Operator Experience
If not currently or previously employed as a collection system operator, leave this section blank.
Complete the following section as it relates to your current or past collection system operations employment. Your specific job duties and responsibilities as a collection system operator must be described in detail. Failure to specifically describe your job duties as a hands-on collection systems operator will result in your application being returned.
Dates of Employment at this Facility / Job Title:
Employment:
Public Water Supply Operator Experience
If not currently or previously employed as a public water supply operator, leave this section blank.
Complete the following section as it relates to your current or past public water supply operations employment. Your specific job duties and responsibilities as a public water supply operator must be described in detail. Failure to specifically describe your job duties as a hands-on public water supply operator will result in your application being returned.
Dates of Employment at this Facility / Job Title:
Employment:
Certification History
Complete the information below for all Illinois certifications received from any certifying authority.
Yes
No
1.
Have you ever obtained or attempted to obtain a certification of Technical Competency by fraud or deceit?
2.
Have you ever demonstrated gross negligence or gross misconduct in the operation and maintenance of a wastewater treatment works or collection system?
3.
Have you ever falsified, or willfully failed to maintain, or willfully not submitted, any records and reports required by the Illinois Environmental Protection Act?
4.
Have you ever willfully violated the Illinois Environmental Protection Act or any rules adopted under the Act?
5.
Have you ever been convicted of terrorism, making a terrorist threat, or causing a catastrophe?
6.
Has a final judgment in a civil action, or a conviction in a criminal action, determined that you, the applicant, have performed any of the acts listed above?
7.
Have you ever been denied certification for any of the above reasons?
8. Do you presently hold any certifications?
If yes, please provide the following information for all certifications currently held.
Certification Level
Date Certified
Issued By
Program Type
Expiration Date
9. Have you ever had a certificate sanctioned (revoked, suspended, or placed on probation?
If yes, please provide the following information for each sanctioned certificate.
Certification Level
Date Certified
Sanctioning Body
Sanction Date
Length of Sanction
Signatures
This must be completed and signed by both the supervisor and the applicant or the application will be returned.
Supervisor Verification and Signature
The supervisor must review the information in this application and verify that it is true and accurate. The supervisor must fill out, sign, and date this verification section of the application or it will be returned. (If the applicant is not currently employed at a wastewater treatment works, but has previous wastewater operations experience, then a previous supervisor must verify and sign the application.)
I hereby certify that
is/was employed as a wastewater operator at the
treatment facility and regularly makes recommendations to, or is responsible for,
process control decisions.
The applicant has worked in this capacity as a Wastewater Operator from
to
.
I hereby certify that I have reviewed this application and find that the information provided by the applicant is true and accurate to the best of my ability. I also certify that with my initials that I have read and understand the legal statement below.
Any person who knowingly makes a false, fictitious, or fraudulent material statement, orally or in writing, to the Illinois EPA commits a Class 4 felony. A second or subsequent offense after conviction is a Class 3 felony. (415 ILCS 5/44(h)). Falsification of any information in this application by either party, applicant or supervisor, will disqualify the application and be grounds for sanctions of current certificates held by either party (35 Ill. Adm. Code, Subtitle C, Chapter II, Part 380, Section 380.515(b)).
Applicant Signature
The applicant must sign and date this verification section of the application or it will be returned.
I hereby certify that I have reviewed this application and find that the information provided is true and accurate to the best of my ability. I also certify with my initials that I have read and understand the legal statement below.
Any person who knowingly makes a false, fictitious, or fraudulent material statement, orally or in writing, to the Illinois EPA commits a Class 4 felony. A second or subsequent offense after conviction is a Class 3 felony. (415 ILCS 5/44(h)). Falsification of any information in this application by either party, applicant or supervisor, will disqualify the application and be grounds for sanctions of current certificates held by either party (35 Ill. Adm. Code, Subtitle C, Chapter II, Part 380, Section 380.515(b)).
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