
 

Commission on Environmental Justice 

Non– State Agency Commissioners (Discuss the EJ Questionnaire from state 

agencies) 

Minutes 

Wednesday, May 8, 2014 

CONFERENCE CALL-IN: 888-494-4032 

Access Code: 6552044636 

 

 

I. Welcome 

Kimberly Wasserman – Chairman, EJ Commission 

 

 

II. Introductions  

A. Teleconference 

 Kim Wasserman 

 Keith Harley 

 Alec Messina 

 Ken Page 

 

III. Discussion about Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA) 

environmental justice questionnaire 

 Wasserman – discharges from mines/NPDES permits. What is the 

process of issuing a NPDES permits with IDNR? What is the process for 

IDNR to provide information to the public?  

 Wasserman – who are the IEPA EJ contact persons for: 

a. EJ Officer – Ken Page 

b. EJ Liaison – Sharonda Williams 

c. BOA Community Relations – Brad Frost 

d. BOW Community Relations– Bard Leiberoff 

e. BOL  Community Relations – Mara McGinnis 

 Harley – The agency should highlight more of examples of their efforts in 

EJ areas. Example: open dump sites (Markham) and ongoing tire 

cleanup in the East St. Louis areas. 

 

IV. Discussion about Illinois Department of  Public Health (IDPH) environmental 

justice questionnaire 



 

 Harley – what is IDPH’s role in lead poisoning? They did not highlight 

their lead poisoning program. How do they work with local health 

departments? 

 Wasserman – Where is IDPH on cumulative impact?  

 Harley – What stressors does IDPH look at that impact the community? 

 

V. Discussion about Department of  Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) 

environmental justice questionnaire 

 Need further review 

 

VI. Written Comments 

 

 See attachment “A” from Keith Harley 

 

VII. Next Meeting(s) 

 Wednesday, May 14, 2014 Agency Oversight @ 10 am 

 Wednesday, May 14, 2014 Brownfields Redevelopment @ 12 noon 

 

 

VIII. Meeting adjourned at 11:00 am 

Attachment “A” 

(Comments from Keith Harley) 

In anticipation of tomorrow's call, I thought it might be helpful to compare-and-contrast the 

environmental justice strategies of the federal agencies that parallel our Illinois counterparts: 

Department of Transportation: 

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/environmental_justice/ 

 Department of Commerce: 

http://open.commerce.gov/news/2013/02/21/department-commerce-environmental-justice-strategy 

 Department of Health and Human Services: 

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/environmental_justice/
http://open.commerce.gov/news/2013/02/21/department-commerce-environmental-justice-strategy


 

http://www.hhs.gov/environmentaljustice/ 

 Department of Interior: 

http://www.doi.gov/pmb/oepc/environmental-justice.cfm 

 Department of Energy: 

http://energy.gov/lm/services/environmental-justice 

I'm also attaching a summary I prepared of the U.S. EPA EJ strategies circa 1995, 2005 and today. 

- Keith (312) 726-2938  

http://www.hhs.gov/environmentaljustice/
http://www.doi.gov/pmb/oepc/environmental-justice.cfm
http://energy.gov/lm/services/environmental-justice


 

 

 



 

 

 


